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Policy context: steps undertaken
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Policy context / regional instruments and 
the Italian system

• Lisbon Recognition Convention (1997)
«Each Party may make the recognition of higher education qualifications issued by foreign

educational institutions operating in its territory contingent upon specific requirements of national 

legislation or specific agreements concluded with the Party of origin of such institutions.» (art. VI.5, 

LRC)

• LRC in the Italian system (2002)
Law n.148 of 11 July, 2002: “Ratification and execution of the Convention on the Recognition of 

Qualifications concerning Higher Education in the European Region, completed in Lisbon, 11 April, 

1997, and regulations for adaptation in national law”.
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Policy context / regulations and further provision

• Decree n. 214 of 26 April, 2004: “Regulation containing criteria and procedures for foreign 

institutes of higher education operating in Italy with a view to recognition of the qualification 

issued by them (implementation of article 4 of Law n.148 of 11 July, 2002)20”.

• article 2, the institution and its programmes must be fully officially recognised in the foreign 

reference system, the access criteria and the recognition of qualifications completely in line with 

that of the institutions operating in the foreign system, as well as the requirements in place for the 

teaching staff, and the structures identified for carrying out teaching activities in Italy must be 

adequate for the purpose.

• The Law n. 4 of 14 January 1999, article 2, paragraphs from 1 to 5 regulates foreign university and 

higher education institution filiations in Italy

• The following Ministerial directive of 23 May 2000 states the authorisation criteria for the activities of 

filiations of foreign universities and higher education institutions in Italy. 

https://www.mur.gov.it/sites/default/files/2024-05/Direttiva%20Ministeriale%20del%2023%20maggio%202000%20-%20Atti%20Ministeriali%20MIUR.pdf

https://www.mur.gov.it/sites/default/files/2024-05/Direttiva%20Ministeriale%20del%2023%20maggio%202000%20-%20Atti%20Ministeriali%20MIUR.pdf
https://www.mur.gov.it/sites/default/files/2024-05/Direttiva%20Ministeriale%20del%2023%20maggio%202000%20-%20Atti%20Ministeriali%20MIUR.pdf
https://www.mur.gov.it/sites/default/files/2024-05/Direttiva%20Ministeriale%20del%2023%20maggio%202000%20-%20Atti%20Ministeriali%20MIUR.pdf
https://www.mur.gov.it/sites/default/files/2024-05/Direttiva%20Ministeriale%20del%2023%20maggio%202000%20-%20Atti%20Ministeriali%20MIUR.pdf
https://www.mur.gov.it/sites/default/files/2024-05/Direttiva%20Ministeriale%20del%2023%20maggio%202000%20-%20Atti%20Ministeriali%20MIUR.pdf
https://www.mur.gov.it/sites/default/files/2024-05/Direttiva%20Ministeriale%20del%2023%20maggio%202000%20-%20Atti%20Ministeriali%20MIUR.pdf
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Information provision on TNE in Italy

List of filiations authorised from the MUR (last 
update October 2024)
https://www.mur.gov.it/sites/default/files/2024-
10/Elenco%20Filiazioni%20universit%C3%A0%20estere%20autorizzate_rev_
10_2024.pdf

Typologies of accredited TNE institution 
grouped according to the purpose of the 
service provided in the country
https://www.mur.gov.it/it/aree-tematiche/universita/universita-straniere-e-
filiazioni

Information is available on Universitaly, the 
Italian portal for university and academic 
guidance
https://www.universitaly.it/it/universita-straniere

https://www.mur.gov.it/sites/default/files/2024-10/Elenco%20Filiazioni%20universit%C3%A0%20estere%20autorizzate_rev_10_2024.pdf
https://www.mur.gov.it/sites/default/files/2024-10/Elenco%20Filiazioni%20universit%C3%A0%20estere%20autorizzate_rev_10_2024.pdf
https://www.mur.gov.it/sites/default/files/2024-10/Elenco%20Filiazioni%20universit%C3%A0%20estere%20autorizzate_rev_10_2024.pdf
https://www.mur.gov.it/sites/default/files/2024-10/Elenco%20Filiazioni%20universit%C3%A0%20estere%20autorizzate_rev_10_2024.pdf
https://www.mur.gov.it/it/aree-tematiche/universita/universita-straniere-e-filiazioni
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https://www.mur.gov.it/it/aree-tematiche/universita/universita-straniere-e-filiazioni
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https://www.mur.gov.it/it/aree-tematiche/universita/universita-straniere-e-filiazioni
https://www.universitaly.it/it/universita-straniere
https://www.universitaly.it/it/universita-straniere
https://www.universitaly.it/it/universita-straniere
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Resources

Transnational Education in the Adriatic and Mediterranean 
regions. Regulation, quality assurance and information 
provision in 7 countries (2025)

https://automaticrecognitionnetworks.info/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Pubblicazione-
Maren-TNE.pdf

Annex I. TNE at upper secondary level in 7 countries (2025)
https://automaticrecognitionnetworks.info/wp-
content/uploads/2025/03/ANNEX_Maren_TNE.pdf

Scuole estere in Italia e scuole italiane all’estero. Normativa, 
caratteristiche e ricooscimento dei titoli di studio (2021) 

https://www.cimea.it/Upload/Documenti/5106_Scuole%20estere%20in%20Italia_DEF_22.0
7.2021.pdf

Foreign schools in Italy and Italian schools abroad. 
Legislation, characteristics and recognition of qualifications 
(2021)

https://www.cimea.it/Upload/Documenti/5278_Foreign%20schools%20in%20Italy_DEF_22.
07.21.pdf

https://automaticrecognitionnetworks.info/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Pubblicazione-Maren-TNE.pdf
https://automaticrecognitionnetworks.info/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Pubblicazione-Maren-TNE.pdf
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e.gitto@cimea.it

Thank you!
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