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REMINDER — WHY QA OF FLEXIBLE LEARNING PATHWAYS? LISIoA

As mentioned in the key commitmerts reaffirmed by the Tirana Conmuniqgie
(2024, p.8): dex 1w

e

TIRANA
EHEA MINISTERIAL
CONFERENCE

“We commit to fostering flexible learning paths, which need to be flexible, properly
delivered, quality assured, and recognised, in all higher education programmes. This
also includes the recognition of prior learning, and new forms of education provision,

such as micro-credentials. We need to ensure student-centred learning is a reality for
all students” o,

Tirana Communiqué

Flexible learning pathways can be defined as (IIEP-UNESCO, p.46) :

« entry points and re-entry points at all ages and all educational levels, strengthened
links between formal and non-formal structures, and recognition, validation and
accreditation of the knowledge, skills and competencies acquired through non-
formal and informal education »
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https://ehea.info/Immagini/Tirana-Communique.pdf
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000383069/PDF/383069eng.pdf.multi

QA OF FLEXIBLE LEARNING PATHWAYS QISIOA
SURVEY RESULTS RESPONDENTS’ NATIONAL REULATIONS AND GUIDELINES

2

B ves (23)
Il No (B)

Does your country currently have
national regulations or guidelines
for flexible learning pathways?
(e.g. alaw or act, or national
framework)

28 respondents
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QA OF FLEXIBLE LEARNING PATHWAYS siaa
UNDERLYING CONCEPTS FOR QK OF FLEXIBLE LEARNING PATWHAYS

I

Pathways for getting into higher
education

e.g. quality assurance of recognition
of prior learning, quality assurance
for pathways between tertiary
education sub-sectors...

the European Union
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Regulatory and policy frameworks

—

Pathways for getting through Pathways for getting out of
higher education higher education and transition
e.g. guality assurance supporting with the labour market
data collection on student success e.g. quality assurance processes
through flexible delivery modes and including consultation with the
time and pace of study labour market and fostering work-

based learning

@



QA OF FLEXIBLE LEARNING PATHWAYS LISIGA
SURVEY RESULTS — GENERAL QUESTIONS
To what extent do yur natioml policy instruments support flexible
learning pathways (ELPs)?
National qualifications framework NG 20 2
Credit accimuldion and transkr system [N 13 2]
Infarmatian, guidance and courselling NS 17 3]
External quality assurance system  [[INEGS 16 3
R 0 5 10 15 20 25 30
; ,, P m FLPs are extensivdy covered Some aspects of FLPs are covered
8%
i..f IIIIIII m FLPs are not coveredat all @



QA OF FLEXIBLE LEARNING PATHWAYS QISIoA
SURVEY RESULTS — QA QUESTIONS

Do/Does the quality assurance agencies/agency of your country
cover the bllowing aspects of flexible learning pathways to get
INTO higher education

Preparabryprogrammes (e.g. foundaton -

12
programires)

Equity policies sippoting the admission of
disadvantaged students _ L

Rewognition o prior leaming _ 11

Alternative pathways betweendifferent sub-sectars -
(university, professonal higher educaton...)
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QA OF FLEXIBLE LEARNING PATHWAYS QISIoA
SURVEY RESULTS — QA QUESTIONS

Do/Does the quality assurance agencies/agency of your country
cover the bllowing aspects of flexible learning pathways to get
THROUGH higher education

Flexibility of delivery modes, including _ 14

microcredertials

Flexihlity in the time and paceof study _ 15

Flexbility in the curriculum (chace of _ 15
specidisation, availability of coursesfromother..!
Articuldion policy (student transfer, credit _ 13
accumuldion and trander system...)
m the Europaan Lnlon 0 5 1 O 15 20 25 30
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QA OF FLEXIBLE LEARNING PATHWAYS Qsian
SURVEY RESULTS — QR QUESTIONS

Do/Does the quality assurance agencies/agency in your country
cover the bllowing aspects of flexihle learning pathways
facilitating the TRANSTIONWITH THE LABOUR MARIET

Woik-basedlearring _ 15 -
Career gudance and counselling policies _ 5 _
Lifelonglearning [NENENN 17 e
Conmnsultation with the abour market _ 11 -
31 0 5 10 15 20 25 30
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QA OF FLEXIBLE LEARNING PATHWAYS E.. - Qsion

SUGGESTIONS FOR ACTION TO SUPPORT EFFECTIVE QUALITY ASSURANCE OF FLEXIBLE LEARNING PATHWAYS

Ministries |In national regulations, define FLPs in a broad sense to safeguard the autonomy of
higher education institutions in implementing them.

Include FLPs in the national qualifications framework and foster FLPs across
different tertiary education sub-sectors

Agencies Place a stronger emphasis on FLPs in institutional-level reviews, treating them as a
core institutional policy rather than quality-assuring all aspects of FLPs at programme

level.
Contribute to knowledge-sharing on good practices related to the quality assurance of

FLPs (e.g. thematic analysis based on external reports; thematic evaluations on specific
aspects of FLPs...)

Include flexible learning pathways in the institutional strategy, supporting their
implementation with targeted policies disseminated both at institutional and programme

level.

Work with all stakeholders to define clear indicators with which to monitor and
continuously support the development of FLPs, ensuring they are fit for purpose. D
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0A OF FLEXIBLE LEARNING PATHWAYS
FOR MORE INFORMATION...
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https://www.hceres.fr/sites/default/files/media/downloads/bologna-processus-policy-brief.pdf
https://www.hceres.fr/sites/default/files/media/downloads/bologna-processus-policy-brief.pdf
https://www.hceres.fr/sites/default/files/media/downloads/bologna-processus-policy-brief.pdf
https://www.hceres.fr/sites/default/files/media/downloads/bologna-processus-policy-brief.pdf
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!

TPG Cco-chairs:

- Ammenh :vgyulagzan@anga.an

- France: sophie.guilet@hceres.fr & solange.pisarz@cti-comimssion fr

- Romania: cristina ghitulica@aracis.io @ S I QA
PROJECT

EHEAsecretariat: pefrisorfuca@eheainfo et e iy s

key commitment
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