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A Nordic supermodel?
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• The Nordic model is based on trust and social

dialogue

• Working life is well regulated and organized

• Social-democracies with stable socio-

economic pillars

We trust our governments to 

assure institutional autonomy, 

strong legal frameworks for 

academic freedom and democratic

values
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För att lägga in en bild: Markera bildplatshållaren och gå till Infoga > Bilder eftersom textplatshållaren ligger över ikonen för att infoga bild. 



• Despite strong legal protection external pressure, 

precarious employment and political interference are 
increasing concerns

• De jure vs. de facto? 

• Provide evidence of current situation 
and call for action

The Nordic region continue to serve as a 
global benchmark for independent research 
and education
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Nordic unions joining forces



• Resource allocation and external funding 

• Political and ideological influence

• Precarious employment 

• Collegial Governance and 

managerial control

• Harassment and Threats to 

Free Expression
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Key findings –main threats



• Advocate for stronger legal protections and 

institutional autonomy

• Provide strong and long-term public funding

• Protect the security of employment

• Reinforce collegial governance

• Protect freedom of expression

• Foster a culture of open discussion and academic 

integrity
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The role of Trade Unions in Protecting 
Academic Freedom –our call



• Academic freedom lifted on the political agenda

• Iceland: Increased awareness, aiming for stronger 
legal protection in University Act

• Denmark: Dialogue and open discussion at Faculty 

level

• Norway and Sweden: Ongoing processes towards 
stronger constitutional protection

The report also indicates an urgent need to enhance 
awareness of all aspect of academic freedom among 
staff and students
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Any wins or hopes?



• Follow up legal protection processes

• Build momentum: Approach Nordic Council, 

Nordic Rector´s Conference, Student unions

• Nordic Academic Freedom Conference in 

2026/2027

…and not least: Continuously fighting for 

institutional autonomy, collegial voice, funding and 

working conditions
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Next steps



Why This Matters Across Europe
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• Nordic countries have been seen as models 
for academic freedom

• Erosion of protections here can spread to 
other regions

• European cooperation is needed to defend 
academic independence.



Thank you!

Dr Karin Åmossa

ka@sulf.se
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