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The Danish NQF

- NQF for higher education adopted in 2006

- Self-certified to the Bologna-framework in 
2009

- NQF for LLL Adopted in 2009

- Referenced to the EQF in 2011

- Two separate processes
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The Danish NQF
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Danish master degrees

- Candidatus (Master’s Degree) – 120 ECTS –
access to PhD

- New Master degrees
• Professional Master degree – 75 ECTS – No 

access to PhD
• Master’s Degree – 75 ECTS– access to PhD
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The professional Master Degree

- A new degree type with it’s own purpose and intended learning outcomes

- First offered in study year 2026-2027

- The overall objective of the programme is to qualify graduates to analyze, 
assess and manage complex, citizen-centered issues within key welfare areas, 
and to contribute actively to the development of the profession as well as to 
new practice- and development based knowledge, skills and competences

- DK has a binary higher education system:
• Academic bachelor/master/PhD are studied at Universities
• Studies traditionally connected to the welfare system (teaching, nursing, 

etc.) are studied as professional bachelor degrees at “Professionshøjskoler” 
(Universities of Applied Science) with limited access to research master 
programmes
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The referencing process

- The revised EQF-recommendation:
• National qualifications frameworks and systems change over 

time, therefore referencing to the EQF should be reviewed and 
updated, whenever relevant

• “Review and update, when relevant, the referencing of the levels 
of the national qualifications frameworks or systems to the levels 
of the EQF set out in Annex II”.

- Preparing an addendum to the Danish referencing report to the EQF

- EHEA-framework cycles are aligned with EQF-levels 5-8
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The referencing process

- Discussions on what and how much to update 
in referencing processes

- No substantial changes to the Danish HE-
system since the referencing to the EQF in 
2011

- A new degree type with it’s own intended 
learning outcomes is a relevant change

- Hence an addendum to our 2011 referencing 
report and not a full scale update
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The addendum

- Work in progress

- Following procedures as outlined in annex II to the 
revised EQF-recommendation

- Development of professional master degree with 
participation of all stakeholders, dialogue on learning 
outcomes with the whole HE sector

- Review by international experts

- Presentation in EQF AG
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Unofficial translation of learning outcomes
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Knowledge Skills Competences

The graduate possesses knowledge within one 
or more professional fields based on practice, 
development, and research, and which, in 
selected areas, is at an internationally 
recognized level. 

The graduate demonstrates understanding of 
the field(s) of knowledge and is able to reflect 
on the knowledge base of the profession and 
its application in practice, including the 
identification of practice-related challenges 
and development-oriented issues.

The graduate masters the methods and tools 
of the profession, including both practice-
oriented and scientific approaches, and is able 
to apply these in practice. 

The graduate is able to assess and select 
among relevant methods, tools, and theories in 
order to address practice-based problems and 
identify development opportunities. 

The graduate is able to communicate practice-
, development-, and research-based 
knowledge, as well as professional issues and 
solutions, to peers, collaborators, and 
users/citizens.

The graduate is able to handle complex and 
development-oriented situations in work or 
study contexts. 

The graduate is able to independently initiate 
and participate in professional and 
interdisciplinary collaboration and assume 
responsibility within the framework of 
professional ethics. 

The graduate is able to take responsibility for 
their own professional development and 
specialization.



The 75 ECTS Master’s Degree

- Not a new degree type

- Same learning outcomes as the 120 ECTS 
Master’s Degree

- Same admission requirements and formal 
rights attached to the 75 ECTS Master’s 
Degree as the 120 ECTS

- Not included in the addendum report
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