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Microcredentials: EU Council recommendation (2022)
Definition and Characteristics

Definition

“‘Micro-credential’ means the record of the learning outcomes that a learner has acquired following a 
small volume of learning. These learning outcomes will have been assessed against transparent and 
clearly defined criteria. Learning experiences leading to micro-credentials are designed to provide the 
learner with specific knowledge, skills and competences that respond to societal, personal, cultural or 
labour market needs. Micro-credentials are owned by the learner, can be shared and are portable. They 
may be stand-alone or combined into larger credentials. They are underpinned by quality assurance 
following agreed standards in the relevant sector or area of activity.”

Council of the European Union. (2022). Council Recommendation of 16 June 2022 on a European approach to micro-credentials for lifelong learning and 
employability 2022/C 243/02. 



EU-Survey on the Council Recommendation (2024)
Ziele
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EU survey on the Council recommendation (2024)
Overall progress in higher education
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6
Microcredentials at German universities, Rome,  17 February 2026, Frederike Krist, DAAD

Does your university offer microcredentials?

2022
Answers: 155

2023
Answers: 119

2025
Answers: 120

36.7%

9.2%19.2%

29.2%

5.8%

Yes. No, but there are already 

plans to introduce 

microcredentials.

Don't

know/no

answer.

No, microcredentials are not 

currently a major topic of 

discussion.

No, but 

microcredentials are 

an important topic of 

discussion.

No, without further

information.
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Institutional anchoring
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Is there an institutional framework or concept for the introduction and 

implementation of microcredentials at your university? (only universities offering 

microcredentials, n = 44)

25%

27.30%

40.90%

6.80%

No, there is no institutional anchoring as yet.

Yes, there is an informal concept or set of principles.

Yes, a formalized strategy is in place.

I don’t know.
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Responsibility
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Who is responsible for microcredentials at your university? (only universities offering 

microcredentials, n = 44)

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16

I don't know

International Office

Departments

University Administration

Center for Teaching/Didactics

Other university departments

Center for Continuing Education/Lifelong Learning
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The term “microcredentials“ 
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Please let us know whether these educational offerings are also referred to as 

“microcredentials” or whether you use other terms. (only universities offering 
microcredentials, n = 44)

9.0%

45.5%

43.2%

2.3%
Yes, we consistently use the term “microcredentials“.

The term “microcredentials” is sometimes used.

No, we do not use the term “microcredentials.”

I can‘t say.



DAAD student survey (2025)
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Have you heard of the term “microcredentials”? (n = 7.569)

4%

96%

Yes.

No.
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Areas of application
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How do you rate the use of microcredentials in the following study or continuing 

education phases? (n = 120)

[Response scale 1-5: 1 = not useful at all, 5 = very useful]

3.02

3.37

3.37

3.57

4

4.46

0 0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5 3 3.5 4 4.5 5

Orientation phase

Promotion phase

Bachelor's degree programs

Master's degree programs

Internationalisation / Mobility

Academic Continuing Education / Lifelong Learning
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Target groups

12

Microcredentials at German universities, Rome,  17 February 2026, Frederike Krist, DAAD

Which of the following groups of people do you consider to be the main target groups 

for microcredentials? (n = 120)

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Students from other German universities

Own university staff

People without a college degree

Graduates with a university degree

International students

Students of own university
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Need for regulation
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In your opinion, which of the following areas currently have the greatest or most 

urgent need for regulation? Please select up to three areas. (n = 120)

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

Portability / digital verifiability

Integration into qualification frameworks / levels

Stackability / Accumulation

Credit transfer (non-university)

Recognition (in the higher education context)

Definition of size (in ECTS credits)

Cross-sector understanding (HE/labor market)

Quality assurance

Financing

Enrolment status

Uniform understanding within the EHEA
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Scope of microcredentials
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In your opinion, for learning units of what size (expressed in ECTS credits) should the 

term “microcredentials” be used primarily?
(n = 115)

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

I can't say

No option applies

Anything below a regular degree

1-30 ECTS Credits

1-15 ECTS Credits

1-5 ECTS Credits

less than 1 ECTS Credit
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Strategic importance
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How do you assess the strategic importance of microcredentials for your university 

over the next five years? (n = 119)

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

I can't say.

(Value 1) - No significance at all

(Value 2)

(Value 3)

(Value 4)

(Value 5) - Very significant



DAAD survey on microcredentials at German universities (2025)

Focus: Internationalization
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Do you consider microcredentials—in general—to be a useful tool for 

internationalization and promoting mobility? (n = 119)

81.5%

5.9% 12.6%

I can‘t say.

Yes.

No.



Summary
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Development of microcredentials at universities

• Increase in the availability of microcredentials since 2022

• Emergence of initial institutional strategies

Heterogeneous picture for microcredentials

• Different interpretations of terms

• Different responsibilities, target groups, and areas of application

Potential & Challenges

• Great potential for microcredentials in Germany
• Future exploitation of this potential depends on:

• Creation of clearer framework conditions
• Increased visibility and comprehensibility of offerings
• Coherent integration into university continuing education and internationalization strategies
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