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Inclusion in higher education

• The need to foster diversity, inclusiveness and gender equality 

is an integral part of the European strategy for universities

aiming at:

• Developing a European framework for diversity and 

inclusion, including on gender gaps

• Commission plans to launch a toolbox (mainly) aimed at higher 

education institutions
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• European competence framework for academic staff [2026]

• Increasing accessibility of higher education [2027]

• Expand the use of micro-credentials [ongoing]

• Common European framework for automatic recognition [2027]

• Joint European study programmes with a European degree/label [2026]

• A legal status for European Universities alliances [2027]

• Initiatives with the STEM Strategic Action Plan

Union of Skills - Initiatives focusing on higher 
education



• Increase accessibility of higher education to a wider range of 

learners and ages.

• Promote support services for students’ wellbeing, providing 

targeted support for them to succeed.

• Support higher education

institutions in implementing

the Bologna principles and

guidelines and indicators.

Social inclusion and widening access to higher
education



European Affordable Housing Plan

• Accommodation as a major 

component of student experience in 

higher education

• Higher awareness and inclusion of 

student housing as a priority in 

the first ever European Affordable 

Housing Plan (EAHP)

• Public consultation ended on 17 

October

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14670-European-affordable-housing-plan/public-consultation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14670-European-affordable-housing-plan/public-consultation_en


Thank you
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