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Lifelong 

learning

European Higher 

Education Area02
Italy  participates in BFUG 
working structures and 
projects TPGB; 
MICROBOL, TPF-LRC 
CORe

01European Union

Member of  the EU micro-

credential Higher 

Education consultation 

group 

03National level Cooperation between HE 

actors, industry and 

academia

04
Practical examples

Experience with micro-credentials

National expert committee 

established by the Italian 

Ministry for Universities 

and research; training for 

HEIs
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Legislative framework 

Legislative decree n. 

13, 16 January 2013 

general rules for the validation and certification of formal 

and informal learning

Law n. 341, 19 

November 1990

short courses, lifelong learning programmes, and cultural 

activities aimed to train adult learners and workers by HEIs

Law n. 4, 14 

January 1999

reinforced role of interdisciplinary and lifelong learning 

courses (e.g. corsi di perfezionamento)
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Micro-credentials 

‘Micro-credentials’ are ‘qualifications consisting of one or 

more competences, constitutive of broader qualifications, 

issued, within the NSCC, as a result of short-term learning 

paths,  also of a flexible, personalised and modular nature’.

Ministry of Labour and Social Policies

Ministry of Education and Merit

Ministry for Universities and Research

* NSCC: National System for Certification of Competences
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Italian NQF

“... the Public Competent Authorities, when submitting their referencing 

request for a qualification under their responsibility may submit, referencing 

proposals for each competence of which the qualification is composed 

(microqualifications), [...] in order to promote a richer, more inclusive and 

personalized lifelong learning public offer...”

* Italian NQF: QNQ - Quadro Nazionale delle Qualifiche 
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Internal sub-articulation of each of 

the 8 levels of the Italian NQF to 

distinguish further specificities of 

qualifications belonging to the same 

level

SUB-ARTICULATION 

OF LEVEL
DESCRIPTION

0
Micro-credential composed of one or more competences of a broader qualification.

1
Qualification that does not allow direct access to next-level formal learning pathways.

2
Qualification that allows direct access to next-level formal learning pathways.

3
Specializing qualifications of a type 1 or 2 qualification or vocational training qualifications, 

which do not allow direct access to next-level formal learning pathways.

4
Specializing qualifications of a type 1 or 2 qualification or vocational training qualifications, 

which allow direct access to next-level formal learning pathways.

5 International qualifications not included in the National Repository.
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... to sum up:

Micro-credentials referenced in the Italian NQF

Offered by higher education institutions (HEIs): quality assured by the external and 

internal procedures within HEIs

Recognition: autonomy of HEIs
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Degree of cooperation

1

2

3

High – co-design and joint awarding

Medium – co-design

Low – designed by the alternative provider
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Micro-credentials for credential evaluators
(2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025)

Scope: to gain advanced professional skills in the management and

resolution of problems arising from the evaluation of qualifications and

recognition procedures.

⚬ European University of Rome

⚬ CIMEA

⚬ APICE

Source: CIMEA

https://www.cimea.it/


11‹N›  Micro-credential awarded
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MAReN objectives

To support the implementation of the Council Recommendation on 

promoting automatic recognition in Higher Education and improving the 

coordination and networking among the centres of the Mediterranean 

area. 

1

2

3

Create a network of ENIC-NARIC centres working on 

automatic recognition in the Mediterranean region

Develop tools to support the daily work of credential 

evaluators

Establish synergies with other initiatives related to 

automatic recognition in other regions - AdReN project

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32018H1210(01)
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32018H1210(01)
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32018H1210(01)
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32018H1210(01)
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32018H1210(01)
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32018H1210(01)


13Professional course on Automatic 
Recognition

✓ The course is aimed at enhancing the knowledge, skills and 

competences on Automatic Recognition of qualifications

✓ Participants: Representatives from 5 HEIs per partner country 

(Croatia, France, Italy, Spain, Portugal)

✓ Level of the Qualification: EQF 7

✓ Workload: 5 ECTS 

✓ Length of the Programme: 1 month, 125 hours

✓ Language of Instruction: English

✓ Mode of study: blended

✓ Name of the Qualification: Micro-credential, awarded by CIMEA 

and APICE in cooperation with Università Federico II Napoli
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Data Analysis

Analyze the metadata and 

text of learning outcomes

using Text Mining

Documents

collection

Collect a set of micro-

crediental courses in 

different open database

Data

Pre-processing

Each description of micro-

credential is pre-processed and 

analysed by experts to extract

the learning outcomes

Results
Summarizatio

n

Organize a workshop with 

experts to summarize the 

results

1,048
micro-credentials

The MARTe pilot micro-credentials
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Designing the pilot micro-credentials

Achievement of three different micro-credentials 

Three sets of content in the field of Street Photography 

Shape and content, Report and technique, Project development 

with an in-depth portrait

Autonomous and stackable at the same time (level 

6 EQF)

Designed to be cumulated in a sequential 

path

Annex 1 Council Recommendation on a European Approach to micro-credentials 
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Assessing the micro-credential

Is level 6 appropriate? Yes, according to the learning outcomes

Is the terminology and language used in the learning outcomes 

appropriate for the academic sector? Yes

Would it be possible to recognize each micro-credential individually, or 

cumulatively as stackable micro-credentials? separately, not cumulatively 

For which courses, if any, might these micro-credentials be recognized? 

Elective course 

Final assessment

If it is not a professor from the HEI to take the test, the activity can just be 

considered passed with no grades 
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To summarise

1

2

Close cooperation

• Longer process

• Simpler process for developing stackable micro-

credentials

Low cooperation

• More agile process

• More difficult to use the micro-credential in combination

with core courses
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Thank you!
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