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OBJECTIVES OF THE TPG-C & ACHIEVEMENTS SO FAR

Support for the 

implementation

of the ESG

•6 peer-support 

meetings 

•3 thematic

analyses

•Conference on 

the 2027 ESG 

and the 

European

Approach for 

QA of joint 

programmes

Support for the 

implementation 

of the ESG

•3 peer-support 

meetings 

=> 4th meeting 

online (17 April, 

online)

•1 thematic 

analysis
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Innovation in QA 

and HE

•External QA for 

flexible learning

pathways

•QA of European

Universities
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an era of change

Innovation in 

QA and HE

•Policy brief on 

QA of flexible 

learning 

pathways



STAKEHOLDERS’ INVOLVEMENT IN QUALITY ASSURANCE



STAKEHOLDERS’ INVOLVEMENT – ENQA COORDINATED DELIVRABLE



STAKEHOLDERS’ INVOLVEMENT – ENQA COORDINATED DELIVRABLE
METHODS FOR INVOLVEMENT – GOVERNANCE

Most frequent method: membership in governing bodies 

- Supervisory bodies 

- Decision-making bodies responsible for outcomes in external quality assurance

- BUT different views regarding the involvement of students 

Alternative – use of advisory boards 

- Complementary or in-depth consultative bodies

- Bypass possible restrictions on composition/operation of main governing body 

- BUT no decision-making powers – is this problematic? 



STAKEHOLDERS’ INVOLVEMENT – ENQA COORDINATED DELIVRABLE

METHODS FOR INVOLVEMENT – WORK 

Dialogue with stakeholders : Meetings, seminars, national events

Development or improvement of methodologies with stakeholders: Workshops, 

focus groups, pilot phases, feedback surveys…

AREAS OF IMPROVEMENT

Formalisation of 

stakeholder 

involvement

Student

involvement in 

agencies’ bodies

Stakeholder 

diversification



POLICY BRIEF ON THE EXTERNAL QUALITY ASSURANCE OF 
FLEXIBLE LEARNING PATHWAYS



QA OF FLEXIBLE LEARNING PATHWAYS

As mentioned in the commitments reaffirmed by the Tirana 

Communiqué (2024, p.8): 

“We	 commit	 to	 fostering	 flexible	 learning	 paths,	 which	 need	 to	 be	

flexible,	 properly	 delivered,	 quality	 assured,	 and	 recognised,	 in	 all	

higher	 education	 programmes.	 This	 also	 includes	 the	 recognition	 of	

prior	 learning,	 and	 new	 forms	 of	 education	 provision,	 such	 as	micro-

credentials.	We	need	to	ensure	student-centred	learning	is	a	reality	for	

all	students”

Þ Flexible learning pathways is a transversal topic that needs the 

trust and transparency provided by quality assurance to be 
effective and properly implemented

https://ehea.info/Immagini/Tirana-Communique.pdf
https://ehea.info/Immagini/Tirana-Communique.pdf


QA OF FLEXIBLE LEARNING PATHWAYS
RESPONDENTS’ NATIONAL REULATIONS AND GUIDELINES

Does	your	country	currently	have	

national	regulations	or	guidelines	

for	flexible	learning	pathways?		

(e.g.	a	law	or	act,	or	national	

framework)

28	respondents

(23)

(5)



QA OF FLEXIBLE LEARNING PATHWAYS
UNDERLYING CONCEPTS FOR QA OF FLEXIBLE LEARNING PATWHAYS



QA OF FLEXIBLE LEARNING PATHWAYS
GENERAL QUESTION
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To what extent do your national policy instruments support flexible learning 

pathways (FLPs)?

FLPs are extensively covered Some aspects of FLPs are covered FLPs are not covered at all



MID-TERM REFLECTIONS
Opportunities for a transversal deliverable on flexible learning pathways with all TPGs?

Þ But is it still feasible to do it before the ministerial conference?

Þ What real added-value for the ministerial conference?

Country action plans show (slow) progress in implementation

Þ Cultural and legislative changes to align with the Bologna tools and commitment of the 

communiqués take time

Concrete impact of the TPG C hard to assess

Þ Good attendance rate to the different activities and feedback surveys are positive overall

Þ Numerous opportunities for peer-learning on various topics and formats (study visits, in-person

meetings, webinars with events open to more stakeholders…) but direct impact on policy

implementation remains unclear

Þ Opportunity to better assess the impact of the TPG C with the next BPIR



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!


