TPG-C ON QUALITY ASSURANCE

FOLLOW-UP ON ACTIVITIES SINCE OCTOBER 2025

BICG MEETING
16 FEBRUARY 2026
SOPHIE GUILLET (FRANCE)




O0BJECTIVES OF THE TPG-C Losion

*3 peer-support
meetings

=> 4th meeting

online (17 April,

online)

*1 thematic
analysis




0BJECTIVES OF THE TPG-C

*Launch of the

first round of
applications for
the study visits
to take place
between April
and July 2026 +
review process

ISIQA




0BJECTIVES OF THE TPG-C Losion

*Survey to
agencies&ministies
to Upgrade the
EQAR knowledge
base

*Kick-off meeting of
the WG on cross-
border QA

L)



O0BJECTIVES OF THE TPG-C

*Policy brief on roicybrief o

QA of flexible
learning
pathways

ISIQA
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STAKEHOLDERS’ INVOLVEMENT IN QUALITY ASSURANCE

ENQATHEMATIC ANALYSIS

STAKEHOLDER

INVOLVEMENT
IN QUALITY
ASSURANCE

ALEXS FABREGAS ALMIARALL
DECEMBER W05

ok

&ISIQA




STAKEHOLDERS' INVOLVEMENT — ENQA COORDINATED DELIVRABLE &'

= More commonly involved
in governing bodies than
specialised ones

= Variety of profiles

Main categories

* Frequent across agencies
= Gaps in some areas: Labour market

supervisory, technical bodies representatives
= Student associations

= Typically authority with
Public 7 responsibility over HE

* Most fregugnt category P Academic e - Frequently on supervisory
= No restrictions to - staff bodies

involvement
= Diversity of institutions

International
representatives

Diversity of roles
External perspective and
comparative insights
Barriers to involvement

* Trade unions

= Civil society

= Representatives of other
QA agencies

Co-funded by the
European Union




STAKEHOLDERS’ INVOLVEMENT — ENQA COORDINATED DELIVRABLE €%
METHODS FOR INVOLVEMENT — GOVERNANCE

Most frequent method: membership in governing bodies

- Supervisory bodies

- Decision-making bodies responsible for outcomes in external quality assurance
- BUT different views regarding the involvement of students

Alternative — use of advisory boards

- Complementary or in-depth consultative bodies

- Bypass possible restrictions on composition/operation of main governing body
- BUT no decision-making powers — is this problematic?

Co-funded by the
European Union




STAKEHOLDERS’ INVOLVEMENT — ENQA COORDINATED DELIVRABLE €5

METHODS FOR INVOLVEMENT — WORK

Dialogue with stakeholders : Meetings, seminars, national events

Development or improvement of methodologies with stakeholders: Workshops,
focus groups, pilot phases, feedback surveys...

RREAS OF IMPROVEMENT

l% g

J\

Formalisation of
stakeholder
involvement

Co-funded by the
European Union

Student
involvement in
agencies’ bodies

Stakeholder
diversification




POLICY BRIEF ON THE EXTERNAL QUALITY ASSURANCE OF QISIoA
FLEXIBLE LEARNING PATHWAYS

Qisiaa g& o Exrpans i

POIicy brief External quality assurance

of flexible learning pathways in the European Higher
Education Area moember 2026

Co-funded by the
European Union

Vet 30 CORGrS aucnessed 2. Aowever

Executive summary

Building on the commitment to have quality
assured flexible leaming pathmays (FLPs),

which was reaffirmed by the ministers of the

Eurcpean Higher Education Area in 2024,

market consuitation are reviewed by at
least 24 countries while 13 countries do not
consider career gudance and courseling
at al. Overall, it seems that the Trana

countries (25 out of 28) cover aspects of
FLPs in ther extemal qualty assurance
stancards. In particular, FLPs to navigate
through higher education (arSculaton
palicy, flexiity n the defvery mode, n
the time and pace of study as well 25

in the cumiculum) are the mast widely
covered aspects. FLPs for entry into higher
education, including equity policy and
recogniion of pror learning are relatively

on guality-assured
FLPs appears to be rather wel advanced,
s most of the countries surveyed
inchude FLPs in their qualiity assurance
systems. However, not all aspects are
covered evenly. To better support policy
implementation, this palicy brief therefore
invites:

+ Minstries %o define FLPs in a broad

‘education nstiubons N mplementing
them.

+ Agencies to put stronger emphasis on
FLPs n insttutional-devel reviews as

well covered by while
and

between different tertiary education sub-
seciors are not covered by 13 and 8 out
of the 28 countries respectively. Finaly,
as regards the quality assurance of FLPs
to transtion with the labour market, work-
based learning, elong leaming and labour

a core policy rather than
qualty assuning all aspects of FLPs at
programme leved.

+ Higher educaion institutions to nclude
FLPs in ther nstitutional strategy’
and support their implementation
with targeted polcies and montorng
indicators in a ftfor-purpose manner.

thous of e %ari) anky Ind o Rt recestarly Meec thoms of e Eurcpeas Lince o Gurmpean
Eaucaion and Cutm Exacuis AQeecy [EACEA) Melfer e Eurcpass Lince nor e ranving oy (GACEA) Can 56 hets sezonutie L farm




QA OF FLEXIBLE LEARNING PATHWAYS sioa

As mentioned in the commitments reaffirmed by the Tirana

Communiqueée (2024, p.8): ﬁﬁ@@ - s

TIRANA
“We commit to fostering flexible learning paths, which need to be EHEAC%IHIITSELEEI}:}%E
flexible, properly delivered, quality assured, and recognised, in all 29 30 MaY 2024

higher education programmes. This also includes the recognition of

prior learning, and new forms of education provision, such as micro-

credentials. We need to ensure student-centred learning is a reality for Tirana Communiqué
all students”

— Flexible learning pathways is a transversal topic that needs the

trust and transparency provided by quality assurance to be
effective and properly implemented

Co-funded by the
European Union



https://ehea.info/Immagini/Tirana-Communique.pdf
https://ehea.info/Immagini/Tirana-Communique.pdf

QA OF FLEXIBLE LEARNING PATHWAYS QYSIA
RESPONDENTS’ NATIONAL REULATIONS AND GUIDELINES

.

M ves (23)
I No (5)

Does your country currently have
national regulations or guidelines
for flexible learning pathways?
(e.g. alaw or act, or national
framework)

28 respondents




QA OF FLEXIBLE LEARNING PATHWAYS Q)SIoA
UNDERLYING CONCEPTS FOR QA OF FLEXIBLE LEARNING PATWHAYS

Regulatory and policy frameworks

N ]

Pathways for getting into higher Pathways for getting through Pathways for getting out of
education higher education higher education and transition
e.g. quality assurance of recognition e.g. guality assurance supporting AT A O BT T
of prior learning, quality assurance data collection on student success e.g. quality assurance processes
for pathways between tertiary through flexible delivery modes and including consultation with the
education sub-sectors... time and pace of study labour market and fostering work-

based learning



0R OF FLEXIBLE LEARNING PATHWAYS QsIQA
GENERAL QUESTION

To what extent do your national policy instruments support flexible learning
pathways (FLPs)?

National qualifications framework _ 20 -
Credit accumulation and transfer system _ 13 -
Information, guidance and counselling _ 17 -
External quality assurance system _ 16 -

0 5 10 15 20 25 30

m FLPs are extensively covered Some aspects of FLPs are covered mFLPs are not covered at all



MID-TERM REFLECTIONS QISIOA

Opportunities for a transversal deliverable on flexible learning pathways with all TPGs?
— But is it still feasible to do it before the ministerial conference?

— What real added-value for the ministerial conference?

Country action plans show (slow) progress in implementation

= Cultural and legislative changes to align with the Bologna tools and commitment of the
communiqués take time

Concrete impact of the TPG C hard to assess
= Good attendance rate to the different activities and feedback surveys are positive overall

— Numerous opportunities for peer-learning on various topics and formats (study visits, in-person
meetings, webinars with events open to more stakeholders...) but direct impact on policy
implementation remains unclear

= Opportunity to better assess the impact of the TPG C with the next BPIR



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!

%) SIQA

Support for the enhancement-oriented
implementation of the quality assurance
key commitment

Co-funded by the
European Union




