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The BFUG Secretariat gave a brief overview of the main amendments to the International Openness (IO) WG report since its initial presentation in the Cracow BFUG meeting, on behalf of the IO WG Chair, Luminita Nicolescu:

· recommendations for the BFUG have been introduced: to address internationalisation in the next data collection exercise, to encourage closer collaboration with the other BFUG WGs, to have a common approach in promoting the EHEA by agreeing to support a pilot project in this sense (taken from the IPN report), to make a decision on the future of IPN and the Bologna Policy Forum, based on the input from the National Contact Persons (NCPs);

· the current report also makes recommendations for the Ministers to focus on reinforcing their commitments from the 2007 “EHEA in a global setting” and to welcome the EAR Manual.
The BFUG noted the following:

· the revised report has taken into consideration the suggestions made in the Cracow BFUG meeting;

· additional discussions on how to take forward the cooperation with other parts of the world are required. It is important to encourage dialogue on various topics also at the regional level, looking at initiatives such as ASEM and the Diploma Supplement project with Latin American countries. It may prove useful to look at existing organisations’ in various regions, such as the Caribbean ERASMUS (EURASHE project), with EHEA consultative members facilitating such a dialogue. There should be a mix of worldwide and regional events;
· the IO WG should add the proposal for a regional approach, with a more thematic focus, to the recommendations in the report, possibly in connection with the upcoming EC strategy for HE internationalisation. The representative of the BFUG Secretariat explained that from the consultations with the NCPs on the worldwide approach vs. regional approach, a completely regional approach for the BPF did not seem entirely consensual and that the global high-level approach was mostly seen as still viable. More discussions on this issue will follow in the next IO WG meeting on 10 February 2012, Rome; 

· better means of taking the international openness dimension forward should be identified, by discussing this issue in the next IO WG meeting and formulating it appropriately in the 2012-2015 BFUG work plan;
· no objection was openly expressed to the IPN proposal for a project on EHEA promotion.

The BFUG agreed that the IO WG should submit a final report in the March 2012 BFUG meeting, while incorporating the suggestions for additions to the recommendations made.
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International Openness WG revised report



New additions following the feedback received in the Cracow BFUG meeting:



Recommendations for the BFUG

Recommendations for the 2012 Bucharest Ministerial Communiqué

Other relevant internationalisation projects
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I. Recommendations for the BFUG 

The BFUG is encouraged to:

		include internationalisation as one of the areas covered by the 2012-2015 Reporting exercise, for a proper evaluation to be performed in view of the 2015 Ministerial Conference;

		facilitate a closer cooperation of the IO WG with the BFUG various structures in the future. The first step could be including mobility as a specific topic in the existing national internationalisation strategies at EHEA and national levels;

		support the EHEA countries to actively commit to a joint approach, by acting under a “Bologna hat”, not solely at institutional or national level. The proposal for a project commissioned to design a possible EHEA Promotion Strategy should to be endorsed by the BFUG. 

		explore the possibility of designing a different concept for the future editions of the Bologna Policy Forum, maximising its potential as a tool for policy dialogue across HE regions, based on the feedback received from the National Contact Persons.
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II. Recommendations for the Ministerial Communiqué and the Third Bologna Policy Forum

		The Ministers should reinforce their commitments from the 2007 “EHEA in a global setting” strategy, while additionally including mobility as a key component of national internationalisation strategies. 







		The IO WG welcomes the development of the European Area of Recognition (EAR) Manual as an important step aimed at enhancing future cooperation in the field of recognition. 
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Some relevant internationalisation projects

and activities identified

		Academic Cooperation Association (ACA) - “Mapping mobility in European higher education”

		Centre for Higher Education Development (CHE) Consult and ACA - „Indicators for Mapping and Profiling Internationalisation (IMPI)“

		European University Association - “Mapping University Mobility of Staff and Students (MAUNIMO)”

		IAU 3rd Global Survey Report – “Internationalisation of Higher Education: Global Trends Regional Perspectives”
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THANK YOU!
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