Terms of reference for Bologna working groups/networks
	Name of the working group 

Network of Experts on Student Support in Europe (NESSIE)



	Contact person (Chair)

Ireland: Brian Power
Denmark: Mia Wallin/Hanna Dam
Austria: Eduard Galler/Hermann Holubetz


	Composition 
Countries: Austria, Belgium (Fl) (Fr), Bulgaria, Croatia, Denmark, England, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Ireland, Lithuania, Montenegro, The Netherlands, Norway, Scotland, Slovenia, and Sweden.
Organisations: ESU, EU (DGEAC)

	Purpose and/or outcome

· To promote the portability of grants and loans in order to facilitate greater mobility of students across the European Higher Education Area

· To support the related objectives of achieving more balanced flows of incoming and outgoing students across the European Higher Education Area and an improved participation rate from diverse student groups
· To offer practical solutions for member countries in implementing schemes of portable student support

· To share information on developments in relation to the portability of student grants and loans in order to ensure balanced and sustainable mechanisms to support the mobility of students

· To raise issues of common concern in relation to the portability of student supports



	Reference to the Leuven/Louvain-la-Neuve Communiqué
Paragraph 19


	Specific tasks 

· The Chair – three countries (currently Austria, Denmark and Ireland) jointly share the tasks of organising, chairing and structuring the network.
· Data exchange – development of a mechanism for facilitating the exchange of data between student support agencies in participating countries in order to ensure balanced and sustainable mechanisms to support the mobility of students.  The data protection requirements in participating countries are currently being indentified in this regard.

· Database of information – comparable information on grants and loans systems in various European countries is collected by the network and maintained, together with individual contact addresses in ministries and grants/loans agencies, in a password-protected section on the Bologna website.  The network proposes to extend this activity to providing information tailored for public consumption on the non-password protected section of the Bologna website.
· Query response mechanism – this informal electronic forum for sharing policy and practical information has evolved as part of the ongoing e-mail communication within the network.  It has become an important tool for informing policy and effectively functions as a European grants and loans query response mechanism.
· Liaison – in response to paragraph 19 of the ministerial communiqué of Leuven/Louvain-la-Neuve, the network proposes to liaise with the Bologna Social Dimension Working Group to examine how the portability of student grants and loans might facilitate greater mobility of diverse student groups.
 

	Reporting 

24-25 August 2010, BFUG meeting, Belgium - presenting the outcomes of the Dublin network meeting (May 2010) and revised Terms of Reference to the Bologna Follow Up Group in Alden Biesen
17-18 March 2011, BFUG meeting, Hungary – update on network developments
13-14 October 2011, BFUG Meeting, Poland - update on network developments

	Meeting schedule 

Chair coordination meetings:

15 October 2010 in Copenhagen
January 2011 in Dublin (TBC)
Spring/Summer 2011 in Vienna (TBC)
Network meeting:

2011 (TBC)


	Liaison with other action lines 

- Mobility Coordination group: exchange terms of reference
- Social Dimension group: exchange terms of reference and examine how the portability of student grants and loans might facilitate greater mobility of diverse student groups.


	Additional remarks 




