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European Recognition of Prior Learning Network
Updates, issues and expertise

	Area
	Update/progress
	Issues and/or expertise

	National context and policy
	In the new law (November 2009) on LLL, validation of prior experience and learning has become one of the compulsory issues of the sector negociations between employers and employees which take place every 3 years.
The same law comprises legal financial provisions to facilitate the participation of professionals to VAE jurys

	French universities have a long and steady experience of validation of prior learning, since 1985 through the system that allows people to go back studying and since 2002 through the VAE (validation des acquis de l’expérience) system that allows the HE institutions to deliver full or partial degrees on the basis of a portfolio and an interview of the candidate with a jury comprising academics and professionals

	Lifelong learning, widening participation, wider access


	Widening the number of applicants is one of the concern of HE institutions. Many of them have signed agreements with enterprises or sectors to better answer the needs of both the enterprises and their employees. Sometimes, the agreement is signed between the ministry of HE, the VAE network of the 81 universities and the sector or the enterprise.

In addition, the ministry of HE is participating to the renewal of the VAE national website in order to make it more attractive and efficient

	For some HEI, the issue is the capacity of their validation service to answer correctly to a strong increase of applicants : for the universities, the balance between costs and benefice is not assured ; validation is considered as an activity in deficit 

	Flexible learning paths


	The implementation of the Bologna process implies the design of flexible learning paths and helps implementing the VAE

	Institutions also have expertise in this field, especially the services of continuing training dealing with adults, mostly employees, which comprise the validation services

	Engagement with employers and workforce development


	Yes , see above 

	Yes. Very much expertise in this field

	RPL processes and procedures – designing RPL programmes and innovative developments


	
	Many experiments led by several university teams are taking place today to create platforms mainly consisting in describing degrees in terms of Knowledge, Skills and Competences that will help applicants to compare their own K, S, and C  with the degree they could apply for.

Many innovative developments to implement the Diploma Supplement, the registration of the HE degrees in the National qualification register and the VAE at the same time. The issue is the learning outcome approach

	Student experiences of RPL across Bologna countries


	I do not know. I know that people from other countries come to French universities to have their prior learning validated
	

	Building assessment capacity and capability for RPL


	The French network of validation of the universities is reflecting on the way to increase quality of the validation process. A specific group of the network will deliver the outcomes of the work 
	I think HEI have very much expertise in this field.

One of the issues regarding assessment is the training of the professors, the building of standards based on LO. 
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= flexible learning paths

 engaging employers and workforce development

m processesand procedures -designing RPL programmes and
inovative ways of developing RPL

= student experience across bologna countries

= building assesment capacity and capability for RPL

1 to obtain information about Best practices of RPL in diferent
countries

“ what are the pre-requisites for successfull organisation the pilot
centre for recognition of prior learning on university.

= Designing efficient RPL procedures which can be adapted and
implemented by different types of institutions to suit local need

= aproval of prior learning at universities




