Draft Statement of the Third Bologna Policy Forum

Beyond the Bologna Process: Creating and connecting national, regional and global higher education spaces

Bucharest, 27 April 2012
1. We, the Ministers responsible for Higher Education and heads of delegation of the countries, institutions and organisations present at the Third Bologna Policy Forum, welcome the aims of increased cooperation and policy dialogue between our countries belonging to different higher education areas and acknowledge the relevance of this event in achieving them.
2. We focused our debate on the exchange of experiences in our national, regional and global higher education spaces and looked for ways of enhancing our benefits from shared goals and aims. More specifically, we looked at incentives and barriers, balances and imbalances related to the global academic mobility of students and staff, and explored global and regional approaches to quality enhancement of higher education. We also discussed public responsibility for and of higher education within national, regional and global contexts and addressed the issue of whether higher education reforms are improving the employability of graduates. 
3. We emphasize the importance of academically meaningful mobility to educate both national and active global citizens, who are well integrated professionally and are able to respond to the national, regional and global challenges. We recall that mobility is considered to be the hallmark of the European Higher Education Area and we strive for open education systems and better balanced mobility within and between our higher education areas. In this context, we aim to continue working towards mitigating the diverse obstacles for mobility specific to every context.
4. In the current increasingly competitive academic environment, we underline the importance of quality assurance, while aiming to balance its main functions of higher education quality enhancement and guaranteeing accountability of higher education provision. We will strive to collectively improve the global quality of higher education and to make appropriate use of the existing means to increase trust between national and regional higher education spaces. To this aim, we note the existence of the UNESCO/ OECD guidelines on “Quality provision in cross-border higher education” and the meaningful role it gives to all actors in higher education for quality assurance
.
5. We acknowledge the public responsibility for and of higher education at the local, regional and international level, which includes, inter alia, the provision of sufficient levels of investment in equitable higher education systems and the establishment and continuous improvement of the regulatory framework and policy environment to allow for fulfilling the diverse missions of higher education institutions. We underline the importance of the active participation of academic communities in building higher education systems which are responsive to societal needs and are leading the efforts in tackling global challenges
. 
6. We are convinced of the essential role of higher education systems to increase long term employability of graduates and we recognize the challenges that specific socio-economical conditions present. We trust that increasing the fair recognition of studies and qualifications, based on the various existing international conventions, will support a better link between higher education and the global economy. We recognize the potential of linking higher education, research and innovation, while looking at the learning outcomes of our education programmes to enable mainstreaming of lifelong learning and recognition of prior learning in higher education
.
7. We welcome and aim to support the initiatives of the institutions and organisations participating in the Third Bologna Policy Forum to promote dialogue and cooperation among governments, higher education institutions, staff and students and other relevant stakeholders across the world. We note the participatory process of organising this Bologna Policy Forum, which included national contact persons from all countries involved in previous Fora. We welcome further enhancement of this cooperation and we will explore the possibility of organising regional events 
aimed at enhancing the exchange between our regional education spaces.
8. [List of follow-up events of the Third BPF which will be announced by the BPF dates.]
9. The next Bologna Policy Forum will be convened at […], on [...]
�The concrete outcome of the seminar organised by the European Commission to take place in Brussels in December should be included here.


�Here some practical proposals should be included (eg by EI, EUA; EURASHE, ESU etc).


�To include concrete action items to be put forward by any of the contact persons.


�Concrete proposals would be welcome.





