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Report of the bfug working group on mobility and internationaliZatioN
State of affairs after the 6th and final meeting in Vienna, Sept. 8/9 2014

Apart from adopting the final texts and making some last changes to others, a decision on the structure of the final reporting was taken. It is planned to start with an executive summary, which should be less descriptive and will concentrate on the results of the work which started at the end of 2012. The executive summary will be followed by the recommendations for the Communiqué, then brief accounts will be given on the development of the individual themes, again focussing on the results, and finally the full texts will be appended to the report. As regards recommendations for overcoming underrepresentation in student credit mobility a common approach will be sought with the WG on social dimension.
Description of study programmes: The revised proposed structure of the guidelines on the description of study programmes was discussed once more and adopted for presentation to the BFUG at the end of November. One of the main messages of the document is the need of harmonization of information provision on study programmes within the EHEA based on national/regional databases. The idea is to cover the complete journey of a potential international student from the very first contact with the EHEA and national HE systems through admission and enrolment, learning and teaching processes and finally information on further studies and work opportunities.
Guidelines on the Portability of financial student supports: The guidelines will suggest that student support granted in one EHEA country should in principle be portable to all other EHEA countries, and that, ideally, the home country could cover the living costs, whereas the host country takes care of the studying costs. If possible, double financing for one and the same service should be avoided. Adequate information should be available. 
Mobility of teacher – training students: This is an extremely important topic, as teacher training students will eventually become teachers themselves and will serve as role models for pupils and students. They will then be able to explain the advantages and added value of the mobility experience. The final text will propose actions for teacher training students in general as well as for prospective language teachers, including mobility windows, fair and transparent recognition procedures, and joint programs.
Quality in mobility: The new document, slightly reorganized as well as enriched and expanded on the basis of the discussions during the Dublin meeting, was briefly presented. A few further clarifications will be carried out before the final adoption by the WG. Selected recommendations and good-practice examples will supplement the call for providing would-be mobile persons with the best possible information and counselling services prior to mobility, appropriate mentoring and guidance during mobility, as well as fair recognition procedures, proper evaluation and feedback in the post-mobility period.
Staff mobility, was adopted at the Athens BFUG meeting: High quality mobility of academic, administrative and technical staff is important in building up the EHEA given the role of higher education staff as facilitators and promotors of student mobility. Staff mobility should be an integral part of human resources development at HEIs and the guidelines which were developed by the WG should improve the preconditions for staff mobility.
Target on incoming mobility, was adopted at the Athens BFUG meeting: EHEA countries are called upon to consider setting a national target for incoming student mobility from outside the EHEA in their internationalization strategies.
Mobility of underrepresented groups: It was made clear in the survey by the Austrian Institute of Advanced Studies that there are more underrepresented groups than the three that they identified: students from families with a low education background, students with delayed transition into higher education, and older students. Steps must be taken to avoid losing a lot of needed talent by losing these students to mobility. Financial issues are the most obstructing ones for students across Europe, for older students it is more their living conditions (family/partner/children) that are hindering a temporary enrolment abroad. More data, not only on academic mobility but also on traineeships, summer schools and other forms of mobility including non-forma education need to be collected by countries, and later on the European level. As mentioned in the introduction, a common approach on how to overcome the obstacles for mobility of underrepresented groups will be sought.

Revision of the 2007 “The EHEA in a global setting”: The EUA representative has drafted an overview of an up-to-date state of affairs, based on the contributions by various countries and European organizations on the implementation of the strategy´s five policy areas, “improving information on the EHEA”, “promoting European higher education to enhance its worldwide attractiveness and competitiveness”, strengthening cooperation based on partnership”, “intensifying policy dialog”, and “Recognition of qualifications”.  The paper will be finalized after a last round of feedback from the group. It was agreed not to prepare a comprehensive report but to select specific initiatives and cases to give a picture of the achievements of the strategy and also of its potential pitfalls. There will be a specific chapter for each area summarizing BFUG led initiatives, EU policies and programs, national case studies, contribution from stakeholders and other relevant organizations upon invitation. The report will conclude with observations from the WGMI on achievements and a section on further internationalization developments still needed. This discussion will also be part of the future of the BP dialog.
Preparatory work for the Bologna Policy Forum: A proposal will be presented by the Armenian Minister of Higher Education at the November BFUG.
Elizabeth Colucci and Bernd Wächter gave a presentation on how better to align institutional and national strategies for mobility. 

Peter Greisler, Luis Delgado, Gottfried Bacher (Co-chairs of the WGMI)
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