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Doc. Code: BFUG_DK_AZ_30_9a
Updates on the preparation for the Bucharest Ministerial Conference (MC) and Third Bologna Policy Forum (BPF), 26-27 April 2012 

A. Progress on the draft agenda for the MC and BPF:

The last version of the draft agenda for the Bucharest MC and BPF was adopted by the BFUG in its Copenhagen meeting (18-19 January 2012). The two ministerial events are to take place jointly, so as to facilitate the interaction between EHEA and non-EHEA ministerial delegations, as well as international organizations. The timetable of the ministerial events starts just before lunchtime on 26 April and ends with lunch on 27 April. 
An extraordinary BFUG meeting will be organised at the same venue in the morning of 26 April, to facilitate last minute discussions before the 2012 Ministerial events. The invitation for this meeting has already been sent to all BFUG members.
Two distinct draft agendas for MC and BPF respectively, have been prepared (dated 30 January 2012) and circulated with the official invitations to the event in the beginning of February 2012.

A detailed consolidated draft agenda is constantly being updated based on the confirmations received from the proposed speakers. The version of this agenda valid at 6 March 2012 has been attached to the present document (Annex 1).         

The overarching theme of the Third BPF is “Beyond the Bologna process: Creating and connecting national, regional and global higher education spaces“.
The sub-themes in the four parallel sessions:

· “Global academic mobility: Incentives and barriers, balances and imbalances”;

· “Global and regional approaches to quality enhancement of higher education”;

· “Public responsibility for and of higher education”;

· “The contribution of HE reforms to enhancing graduate employability”.
In order to facilitate the discussions between the Third BPF participants, a brief background paper was prepared by the International Openness WG, with the help of various organisations active on the respective topics (ACA, the E4, IAU, Council of Europe and EURASHE), which includes questions on each of the four sub-themes for the participants to engage in meaningful debates. The BFUG Working Group Chairs connected with the themes included in the BPF background paper have been consulted in the drafting process. The background paper is part of the current BFUG meeting documents (BFUG_DK_AZ_30_7b) and the BFUG Secretariat welcomes further feedback by end of March, in order to allow for the printing process to proceed.
An ample consultation was organised by the International Openness Working Group with regard to the possible keynote speakers of the BPF. A short list of three names had been agreed by the BFUG Chairs and Co-Chair, namely Denmark, Azerbaijan and Romania. An invitation had been sent to the first speaker on the list, Professor Elinor Ostrom, 2009 Nobel Prize winner in Economic Sciences, who declined due to medical reasons. As a result, on 16 February 2012, a new invitation was sent to the second speaker on the list, Shri Kapil Sibal, Minister of Human Resources Development, Department of Higher Education, India. An update on this issue will be provided at the time of the BFUG meeting.
As background documents, the two volumes of papers of the ‘Future of Higher Education – Bologna Process Researchers’ Conference’ (FOHE-BPRC), published by Springer, will be distributed to all participants in the Ministerial Conference and Bologna Policy Forum. The main ideas conveyed by the researchers for policy makers during the conference will be introduced by Sir Peter Scott, the conference general rapporteur, in the final plenary session of the Ministerial Conference on 26 April.
B. Updates with regard to the 2012 MC and BPF Website, the EHEA archive and the handover of the BFUG Secretariat:

At the same time with the circulation of the invitations, the official Website of the 2012 Ministerial Conference and Bologna Policy Forum was launched (http://bologna-bucharest2012.ehea.info/). The website has both a public and  a restricted area reserved for registrations to the Ministerial events. 
As assumed at the beginning of the mandate of the BFUG Secretariat, an electronic EHEA documents archive was set-up, including documents from 1999 onwards. The archive can be accessed at: http://eheaarchive.dev.ekontent.ro
. A search function is available and a document management user-friendly platform will be available for future Secretariats. Romania is willing to provide technical support for the update of the EHEA Website, EHEA Backoffice and EHEA archive in the future, upon agreement by the BFUG.

The current BFUG Secretariat will provide support for the Secretariat handover to Armenia. A handover meeting will be scheduled in June 2012.

C. Updates with regard to the Bucharest MC and BPF venue and participants accommodations:

The venue for the Bucharest MC and the BPF will be the Palace of the Parliament
. Adequate space will be provided for bilateral meetings, upon request by various delegations.
The organisers adopted the necessary measures to provide proper conditions for the extraordinary BFUG meeting to be held in the Palace of the Parliament, prior to the MC and BPF (in the morning of 26 April 2012). Special exhibition space will be provided for participating countries and organisations, in order to allow for publications display and other elements of interest.   

Rooms for the accommodation of the delegations’ members have been pre-booked at hotels of different categories close to the conference venue. The full list of hotels was provided on the Conference Website on 28 February 2012.
The Ministerial Conference and Bologna Policy Forum Manuals for participants are available in draft version (BFUG_DK_AZ_30_9c, BFUG_DK_AZ_30_9d), as annex to this document and will be finalised at the end of March 2012.

D. Updates with regard to the financial aspects:

The necessary funds for organising the 2012 MC and the Third BPF have been approved by the Romanian Government through a Memorandum (21 December 2011). 

E. Updates with regard to the responsibilities and consultation process:

At national level, the responsibility for organising the MC and BPF belongs to MECTS (Ministry for Education, Research, Youth and Sports) in Romania, in cooperation with UEFISCDI (Executive Agency for Higher Education and Research, Development and Innovation Funding) and the BFUG Secretariat.
For purposes related to the inter-institutional coordination, MECTS and UEFISCDI organised a first meeting with the Romanian officials responsible for the preparation of the MC and BPF on 24 February 2012. More bilateral and multilateral meetings will follow on a regular basis.
An inter-ministerial meeting between Romania, Denmark and Azerbaijan, with the participation of the European Commission and the BFUG Secretariat was held on 1 March 2012 at the Romanian Permanent Representation to the EU, in order to discuss the cooperation between the BFUG Chairs and Vice-Chair for the Ministerial Conference, as well as the priorities ahead. 

The invitations for both the Ministerial Conference and the Bologna Policy Forum have been sent to all countries included in the BFUG approved list and re-confirmed due to the political changes in Romania. Until 6 March 2012, more than two thirds of the EHEA countries confirmed their participation, as well as around half of the invited BPF countries. Additional efforts have been employed to ensure a high-level representation in both the Ministerial Conference and the Bologna Policy Forum.
� This link to the EHEA archive is temporary. The main website will be moved on the EHEA server in the end of March at the following link:  http:// archive.ehea.info. � HYPERLINK "http://eheaarchive.dev.ekontent.ro/search" ��


� � HYPERLINK "http://ro.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palatul_Parlamentului" �http://ro.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palatul_Parlamentului�
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