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Doc. Code: BFUG_DK_AZ_30_6c
EHEA Peer Learning Initiative
The current version of the draft Bucharest Communiqué includes a proposal for an EHEA Peer Learning Initiative: We will develop a system of voluntary EHEA peer learning and reviewing in countries which request it to assess the level of implementation of Bologna reforms and promote good practices as a dynamic way of addressing the challenges facing European higher education. The proposal was included in the draft Bucharest Communiqué presented at the Copenhagen BFUG meeting in January 2012, but was not discussed.   
The proposal has been put forward by Denmark and Romania as a way to promote progress on the implementation of Bologna reforms at both national and institutional level. The initiative also aims to follow-up on the Budapest-Vienna Communiqué (2010) asking [...] “the Bologna Follow-up Group to propose measures to facilitate the proper and full implementation of the agreed Bologna principles and action lines across the European Higher Education Area, especially at the national and institutional levels, among others by developing additional working methods, such as peer learning” […].
The proposal has been discussed by the BFUG Board at its meeting in Baku in February 2012. The Board recommends that the proposal is adopted by the BFUG and that it is considered independently of the Social Dimension Working Group’s proposal of a pilot project to promote peer learning on the social dimension of higher education in Europe. There may be fruitful collaboration and interlinkages between the two initiatives, if they are both implemented, but their start-up should not be interdependent.   
Purpose

The proposal is to set up a voluntary system of peer learning and review of individual countries’ implementation of the Bologna reforms so as to strive for coherent policy approaches. The objectives of the proposal are the following: 

· To facilitate peer learning by exchanging experiences and good practices at national, regional and institutional levels;  

· To provide insight and recommendations on how to further the implementation of the Bologna reforms; 

· To provide information to the international community on countries’ higher education policy approaches and implementation of Bologna reforms and to highlight innovative and effective approaches;
· To draw attention to the overall implementation of Bologna reforms both at the national and EHEA level.
The initiative would complement the activities of the Bologna and Higher Education Reform experts already supported by the European Commission in EU and TEMPUS countries.
Structure and content

The structure and content of the initiative should be developed by an ad hoc BFUG working group.
Elements of the initiative could be the following: 

· Reviews of selected countries’ implementation of Bologna reforms conducted by a team of experts and stakeholders visiting the country followed by a short report with an overview of findings and recommendations; 
· Structured peer learning activities between relevant countries on policy issues relating to the implementation of Bologna reforms and between higher education institutions from different countries as a means to facilitate peer learning and exchange of best practice at institutional level.
The ad hoc working group should aim to present the proposal at the BFUG meeting in Cyprus, August 2012. Funding for the initiative might be sought through EU programmes. 
2

[image: image2.png](-

Ministry of Science, Innovation
and Higher Education



[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.jpg]EUROPEAN
Higher Education Area



