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Brussels, 23 September 2011
Update on the European Students’ Union’s activities
1. Introduction
This update covers the main activities conducted by ESU since the BFUG meeting in Gödöllő, roughly over the period of March 1st 2011 to September 20th 2011.
We will also have a short review of some of our main upcoming activities for the half a year, which tackle issues important in the Bologna Process as well. For any further clarification on these, please send an email to allan@esu-online.org or magnus@esu-online.org freely.

2. Major events and projects 

Financing the Students’ Future 
ESU’s project on Financing of higher education is now at its peak of activity. From the 2-4th May 2011 the project was kicked off with Financing Students’ Future Seminar where 130 student representatives met and discussed the challenges for financing of higher education and students. The general conclusion was that financing of students future is a controversial debate and needs numerous support measures in order to work at all levels. Divisions on basic issues were identified, such as tension between seeing higher education as a public or s private good, but also what is the exact role of various stakeholders, in influencing the debate.
After the event the project has been focusing on researching targeted areas of higher education financing, where the opinions of ESU’s members have been collected through a survey. The result of the research in the project will be published in a compendium on financing, planned for March 2012. 

24th to 27th of November, a consultation seminar will be held gathering students’ representatives, higher education institutions and academic staff representatives to brainstorm on the possible future development scenarios of funding mechanisms at the national level that would enable our societies to face the global challenges ahead and preserve the current generous missions of higher education. The results of the consultations will feed into the scenarios of funding mechanisms at the national level. The seminar will take place in Liverpool (UK).
[image: image1.png]FINST sszse5%5 2

Financing the Students’ Future




Board Meeting 60, 5th-7th of May 2011 
ESU held it’s 60th Board Meeting in Tallinn in May. The meeting gathered representatives of all ESU’s members and made a range of decisions for the organisation and our work. Most noteworthy was the elections for several ESU committees, adoption of a Statement on the Bologna Process towards 2012 and initial decisions for structural changes in the organisation.  Among the students that were elected, ESU now have a new chairperson, Allan Päll (Estonia), a new vice-chair Karina Ufert (Lithuania), as well as a new executive team that includes Kaloyan Kostadinov (Bulgaria), Rok Primozic (Slovenia) and Nevena Vuksanovic (Serbia). Also, ESU has a new Academic Affairs Committee that now includes Fernando Miguel Galán Palomares (Spain), Rahel Siegrist (Switzerland), Mari Simola (Finland) and Magnus Malnes (Norway). 

Student Advancement of Graduates Employability (SAGE)
SAGE is ESU’s newest LLP project and was approved in July. The project will run for three years and tackle employability as the main theme, while especially looking at what impact have the Bologna Process and European Union policies had on the issue. The project objectives are to identify and review education policies and trends that influence graduate employability, and including a wide set of stakeholders in drafting policy recommendations. The project is also an attempt to take up the discussion more widely on the European policy scene and to also draw policy based on an in depth picture of competencies related to employability and citizenship.

Bologna With Student Eyes 2012 
Part of the SAGE project includes the delivery of ESU’s Bologna With Student Eyes 2012 publication that is a contribution to the 2012 Ministerial Conference. It is a continuation of the series of reports on the Bologna Process based on students’ perceptions that has been produced for all the Ministerial Conferences since 2003. This time there are more specific reflections on the Bologna Process and its relation to policies on employability. The preparations are now well underway and the publication will be launched at the 23rd European Student’s Convention that will be held in Copenhagen 17th-19th of March 2012 and will thus be aligned with the March BFUG meeting. 


QUEST for Quality for Students

ESU has started the QUEST project in May 2011, which in the next one and a half years is moving on to define more clearly and in a European perspective a concept of quality of higher education based on the views of students. The aim is thus to give a better description to the inclusive and learner-centred high quality model of higher education students in Europe. This idea of a student quality concept can bring revolutionary change in the field of quality in terms of transcending the discussion surrounding quality assurance and information provision to reflect the views of students as the main benefactors and active drivers in the debate.
The project will result in a variety of publications that address student involvement in external quality assurance, students view on quality and information provision and policy recommendations but also a toolkit for student involvement. These will be based on research carried out by ESU through desk research, site visits, a survey of students on what is regarded as important by students in teaching and learning and events. Part of the QUEST project is also to develop of a toolkit for the use of student organisations that will help them to lead quality discussions and engage students, leading to a more student-centered learning environment and finally there will be a conference on the outcomes of the project in November of 2012 in Malta.
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EQUNet – Board Meeting 61 Seminar 7th-9th November

ESU will organise a Conference on the Future of Social Dimension in Higher Education in Sofia in conjunction with our 61st Board Meeting. The themes to be explored are the accomplishments in Social Dimension of higher education so far, what are the main challenges for realising equitable higher education and what are the next steps and solutions to bringing down the barriers for access and success in higher education. The conference will discuss Social Dimension in the light of the Bologna Process, such as the Social Dimension Observatory proposal. Student representatives from ESU’s members will be invited; in addition, relevant stakeholders and project partners will participate in the conference. 
  
3. Policies and statements 
Statement on the Bologna Process Towards 2012 Ministerial Conference
At the 60th Board Meeting in ESU a Statement on the Bologna Process Towards 2012 Minister Conference was adopted. The statement will be the basis of ESU’s work in the BFUG and be a document member unions can follow-up also on national level. BFUG received the statement on email in May. It can be found at ESU’s website here: http://www.esu-online.org/news/article/6065/488/ 

Reaction to the Multiannual Financial Framework
Following the proposal made by the Commission for a new Multiannual Financial Framework for 2014-2020, ESU issued a reaction outlining our main priorities for the Education Europe programme, concerns and appreciation to the budget negotiations that goes on. The reaction can be found at ESU’s website here: http://www.esu-online.org/news/article/6065/522/ 
Joint Statement on the Modernisation Agenda 
In the end of April, ESU’s members joined together for a joint statement on the expectations for the now launched Agenda Modernisation of Higher Education Communication. The statement was disseminated to national governments and EU institutions. ESU will now follow-up the Communication with a reaction and continue advocating our positions towards EU institutions. The statement and ESU’s press release can be found here: http://www.esu-online.org/news/article/6001/465/ and here http://www.esu-online.org/news/article/6001/543/ 

ESU – The European Students’ Union - is the umbrella organisation of 45 national unions of students from 38 countries, and through these members represents over 11 million students. The aim of ESU is to articulate and promote the educational, social, economic and cultural interests of students at a European level towards all relevant bodies and in particular the European Union, Bologna Follow-Up Group, Council of Europe and UNESCO.
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