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OUTLINE OF THE CONCLUDING STATEMENT OF
THE FIRST BOLOGNA POLICY FORUM

Louvain-la-Neuve, 29 April 2009

Preliminary remark for BFUG: this statement should not be considered of the
same nature as the Leuven/Louvain-la-Neuve Ministerial Communiqué.

It is only a narrative statement on what was discussed at the Bologna Policy
Forum meeting, what were the main topics brought forward by the participants
etc.

It can therefore only be written AFTER the discussions and certainly not
beforehand by European parties only.

Preamble

Ten years ago, on 19 June 1999, the European Ministers for Higher Education
convened in Bologna to sign the Bologna Declaration, which in the subsequent
years has led to the creation of the European Higher Education Area.

An increasing number of countries around the world have shown their interest to
be involved in a dialogue with Bologna member countries on how worldwide
cooperation in higher education can be enhanced. At the same time there is
growing interest among European countries to develop closer links with higher
education systems around the world.

To this purpose Ministers in charge of higher education from different parts of the
world convened today at the first Bologna Policy Forum in Louvain-la-Neuve.

Outcomes of the meeting

At that meeting, the following areas of common interest were identified:

[to complete in the light of the discussions on April 29]

It was also recommended that the initiative of the Bologna Policy Forum should
not be limited to governments but could be extended to higher education

institutions, students, staff, quality assurance bodies and other stakeholders to
higher education.

Announcement of next meeting

We agree to meet again to explore further areas of global cooperation at the
next Bologna Policy Forum to be held in Vienna on 12 March 2010.




