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Legal
Framework

Lisbon Recognition Convention

The “Convention on the Recognition of Qualifications concerning Higher Education in the 
European Region” approved on 11 April, 1997 

Art. IX.2.2
Define the role and purpose of National Information Center

Law n. 148 / 2002
The internal ratification by the Italian authorities occurred with the passing of Law 
n. 148 in 2002

Italy entrusted CIMEA – Information Centre on Academic Mobility and Equivalence as 
National Information Centre concerning the procedures of recognition of 
qualifications currently in force in Italy, the Italian higher education system and 
the qualifications awarded at a national level.

https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list?module=treaty-detail&treatynum=165
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list?module=treaty-detail&treatynum=165
http://www.miur.it/0006Menu_C/0012Docume/0098Normat/2547Ratifi.htm
http://www.miur.it/0006Menu_C/0012Docume/0098Normat/2547Ratifi.htm
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list?module=declarations-by-treaty&numSte=165&codeNature=0


CIS: 
Credential 

Information 
& Evaluation 

Center

• More than 65.000 contacts per year

• 25 Credential Evaluators with around 35 languages spoken 

• Organised by Geographical Areas / Relevant Countries / Number of 
requests

• Senior / Junior / Supervisor

• Focus on Professional Training & Research

• Fraud, TNE, Authenticity of qualifications

• Refugees: EQPR / UNESCO Qualifications 
Passport

• Networking at national and international level



Main features of 
CIMEA Statements

of Comparability



Italy, with CIMEA-NARIC Italia, is the first country using the blockchain 
technology in the field of recognition of qualifications. 

Why blockchain for recognition?
Digitalization of the recognition process

Student centered approach 
Data security and privacy

Fraud minimization

The concept
Individuals get assigned a secure wallet where they can store their 

qualifications using the blockchain technology, therefore creating a 
decentralized, transparent, certified and tamper-proof ecosystem with the goal 

to simplify the procedure for a student, a graduate or a professional to 
enroll in a university or to apply for a job in the labour market of another 

country. 
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Creation of the account
https://cimea.diplo-me.eu/cimea/#/auth/login

https://cimea.diplo-me.eu/cimea/


Required documents



Two ways to share Statements / 1



Two ways to share Statements / 2
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Twelve main
steps of an 
evaluation

Each academic recognition
procedure, either aiming at
access, pursue of studies or 
awarding of the final title, is
made of 12 main steps
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In what country the title is awarded?3.
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15RESEARCH, COMPARISON AND COLLECTION OF 
INFORMATION



16THE ENIC-NARIC NETWORKS
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https://www.enic-naric.net/

THE WEBSITE OF THE ENIC-NARIC NETWORKS



18Databases from projects



Fraud in
education

Projects coordinated by CIMEA:

• FrauDOC – Guidelines on Diploma Mills and Document Fraud for
Credential Evaluators

• FraudSCAN – False Records, Altered University Diploma Samples
Collection and Alert for NARICs
• FraudS+ – False Records, Altered Diploma and
Diploma Mills Qualifications Collection



Country Reports from projects

+ Refugees Country 
Briefings on:
Afghanistan, DR Congo,  
Ethiopia, Eritrea, Iran, 
Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Syria, 
Venezuela
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✏Focus Ucraina
✏Prassi UNI
✏Pubblicazioni (Doc CIMEA)
✏Banca Dati Sistemi Universitari
✏Normativa di Riferimento
✏CIMEA Academy
✏Progetti

RESOURCES ON CIMEA WEBSITE



CIMEA Software to 
manage key 

resources and 
research by

country and topic



Overview of each country’s 
education system
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Article VI.1, the Lisbon Recognition Convention states that: “To the extent 
that a recognition decision is based on the knowledge and skills certified by the 
higher education qualification, each Party shall recognize the higher education 
qualifications conferred in another Party, unless a substantial difference can be 
shown between the qualification for which recognition is sought and the 
corresponding qualification in the Party in which recognition is sought”. 
 
A definition of substantial differences only appeared in 2019 in the text of the 
UNESCO Global Convention on the Recognition of Qualifications concerning 
Higher Education. 

“Significant differences between the foreign qualification and the qualification of 
the Party that would most likely prevent the applicant from succeeding in the 
desired activity such as, but not limited to, further study, research activities or 
employment opportunities”.

📌 related to the elements of the qualification
📌 related to the elements/structure of the foreign 

higher education system
📌 related to the modality of achievement of the 

qualification. 

SUBSTANTIAL DIFFERENCE

http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=49557&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=49557&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html


27WHAT IS THE OUTCOME OF 
THE EVALUATION/ 1

qStatement of Comparability
qStatement of Verification
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qStatement of Denial
qStatement of Appeal

WHAT IS THE OUTCOME OF 
THE EVALUATION/ 2
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25 years after the drafting of the Lisbon Convention, in
compliance with and safeguarding the principles it
promotes, the Italian Professional Association of
Credential Evaluators (APICE) saw the light in 2022.

APICE is the first national network of experts in the
evaluation and academic recognition of qualifications,
with the aim of enhancing the professionalism of its
members, protecting their interests and looking after their
permanent professional training. APICE networks and
supports the community of credential evaluation
professionals, promoting excellence and collaboration
through training, research and professional development.

APICE
Italian Professional Association of Credential 
Evaluators
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Professional Profile of the
Credential Evaluator

The Reference Practice Number 120: 2021
"Non-regulated professional activities -
Professional profile of the Credential Evaluator
- Requirements for knowledge, skills autonomy
and responsibilities", establishes the
requirements relating to the activity of the
Credential Evaluator from the definition of
specific tasks and related contents in terms of
knowledge and skills, up to the ethical and
deontological aspects of the profession.

Entered into force in October 2021

https://www.uni.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=11009%3Aprofilo-professionale-del-credential-evaluator-pubblicata-la-prassi-di-riferimento-uni-pdr-120-2021&catid=171&Itemid=2612
https://www.uni.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=11009%3Aprofilo-professionale-del-credential-evaluator-pubblicata-la-prassi-di-riferimento-uni-pdr-120-2021&catid=171&Itemid=2612
https://www.uni.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=11009%3Aprofilo-professionale-del-credential-evaluator-pubblicata-la-prassi-di-riferimento-uni-pdr-120-2021&catid=171&Itemid=2612
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Thank  
You!

www.cimea.it


