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European Quality
Assurance Framework

ESG (Standards and Guidelines for Qu0|i’ry Assurance in the EHEA)
* agreed common framework for quality
assurance sysfems

EQAR (European Quality Assurance Register for Higher Education)
« Register of agencies who demonstrate
substantial compliance with the ESG
« Registration is a trusted status, guarantee to the
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Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance
in the European Higher Education Area




Stage of implementation of the EHEA key commitment on external QA
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Towards cross-border QA

« ministers recognise HEI's responsibility for
assuring the quality of education (Berlin 2003)

« over 300 types of QA activities alligned with the
ESG, successfully employed across the EHEA

+ adoption of the ESG (2005, revised version
2015)

« establishment of a Register (London

Communique, 2007) and founding of EQAR
(2008)

+ ministerial commitments for cross-border
recognition and possibility for HEIs to choose a
suitable EQAR-registered agency (Buchores’r

012, Yerevan 2015 and Paris 2018)



Data sources

Database of External Quality
Assurance Results (DEQAR)

« over 88 000 reports of HEls &
programmes
« over 3 600 institutions of HEIs

- DEQAR contributing agencies cover
87% of the EHEA member countries

EQAR’s Knowledge Base (47
EHEA countries)

EQAR’s Policy Paper on CBQA
(2020)

RIQAA project report (2014)

UNESCO-OECD guidelines for
quality provision in CBHE (2022)







https://www.eqar.eu/kb/cross-border-ga/key-considerations/
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Facts and
Figures

National
Requirements

for CBQA

Status of cross-border QA

43 countries of the 47 EHEA members had at
least one EQA by a foreign EQAR-listed agency
(based on data of agencies participating in

DEQAR)

The share of cross border QA procedures within
EHEA is more common but increasing in recent
years for non-EHEA regions.

CBQA activities within the EHEA mostly carried

out within countries that have a legal framework
recognising foreign EQAR-registered agencies, but

‘openness' to such CBQA lagging behind. |




Level of official recognition by legal frameworks of cross-border external QA (May 2023)



43 countries of the 47 EHEA members had at
least one EQA by a foreign EQAR-listed agency

(based on data of agencies parficipating in

DEQAR)

Creas bendar, veluniary

The share of cross border QA procedures within
EHEA is more common but increasing in recent
vears for non-EHEA regions.

CBQA activities within the EHEA mostly carried
out within countries that have a legal framework
recognising foreign EQAR-registered agencies, but
'openness' to such CBQA lagging behind.
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 Domestic, voluntary |1 Domestic, part of obligatory EQA system [Jl] Cross-border, part of obligatory EQA system
Cross-border, voluntary

2023 89%
2022 91%
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Share of cross-border external quality assurance results in DEQAR by year

Cross-border [l Domestic
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Facts and figures

Yeer M. Crens. Barder Reviews

Cross-border external QA by year (May 2023)

Cross-border external QA by no. of countries & HEls

@ No. of countries No. of HEIs covered

External QA Decisions

Decisions by cross-border vs domestic external quality assurance reports

ASIIN & 48 142
AQAS ® 29 55

ACQUIN ® 26 55

EAEVE ® 22 53

FIBAA ® 22 57

HCERES ® 22030

AQ Austria @20 40

IEP 20 59

AHPGS ® 17 35

MusiQuE o1

BAC ®14 26

ZEvA ®14 23

NVAD e*0ns

CcTl @10 32

1AAR ®10 51

evalag L ] 28

Unibasq T

AQu o5

AAQ L ] 18

1044

ASHE 2 ¢
CYQAA L B N
EQ-Arts 2
HAKA L 14
NCPA L BOR]
S0AA 2
AEQES 1
AlC o0 4
ARACIS 1
FINEEC 1
NCEQE 1
SKVC on

Cross-border QA by no. of countries and HEIs (DEQAR, May 2023)

M positive
M positive with conditions or restrictions
W negative

not applicable

Cross-border Domestic

w

Main "importers” of cross-border external QA




External QA Decisions

Decisions by cross-border vs domestic external quality assurance reports

B positive
B positive with conditions or restrictions \8%

" negative
not applicable

\15%

Cross-border Domestic

Source: DEQAR - Created with Datawrapper
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