Please identify here for your country the current situation and challenges (if relevant) in the respective key commitments. In addition,
you may list other commitments of the Tirana or previous Communiqués and your priorities in their implementation.

Current situation

Key challenges

ECTS and
Qualifications
Frameworks

Lithuanian Qualifications System, including the Lithuanian Qualifications Framework,
qualification planning, implementation, recognition and management, is linked to other
qualifications systems of EHEA. The Lithuanian Qualifications Framework consists of 8 levels,
which directly correspond to the 8 EQF levels. LTQF is a comprehensive framework as it
encompasses all sectors of formal education.

ECTS is used as a credit system for the accumulation of credits acquired within higher education
institutions at LTQF levels 5-7, and partially within LTQF level 8. ECTS credits are allocated based
on learning outcomes & student workload. ECTS credit allocation is regularly monitored and
followed up by appropriate revision if necessary. ECTS is used as a credit system for the transfer of
credits for student learning outcomes acquired in another institution in the country as well as for
the transfer of credits for periods of study abroad.
The most common workload of first cycle programmes is 180 or 240 ECTS credits. In the second
cycle - the 120 ECTS programme model is predominant in Lithuania. The higher education
institutions have appeals procedures to deal with issues on credit recognition.
In 2022 the first short-cycle study programmes were evaluated and accredited.

Qualification framework
only applies for formal
education system, does
not involve non-formal
and continuous
education. Lithuania lacks
legal regulation for micro-
credentials. ECTS is not
fully applied throughout
three cycles of Bologna
qualifications.  Diploma
Supplements are not
issued for the 3™ cycle
graduates.

Recognition

Lithuania is signatory of the Lisbon Recognition Convention as of 11 April 1997. Two main types of
recognition of qualifications can be distinguished: academic and professional.

Academic recognition refers to determining the academic value of a qualification, it is carried out
in accordance with the Lisbon Recognition Convention and its subsidiary documents. Academic
recognition of foreign qualifications in Lithuania depends on the level of the gained qualification
and the purpose of recognition, in Lithuania it is carried out by several institutions:

By legislation, automatic
recognition is permitted
only in case of
international treaties
concluded; it needs to be
broadened to other types
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o Centre for Quality Assessment in Higher Education (SKVC, Lithuanian ENIC-NARIC)

e Higher Education Institutions authorized by the Ministry of Education and Science

e The Research Council of Lithuania

e Vocational education and training institutions
Academic recognition decisions can be appealed.
Automatic recognition is possible in cases foresee by international treaties (automatic recognition
of qualifications at NQF/EQF levels 4-8 according to the treaty between Estonia, Latvia and
Lithuania; automatic recognition of qualifications at NQF/EQF levels 5-8 according to Baltic-
Benelux automatic recognition treaty of higher education qualifications).
SKVC processes all applications for academic recognition via the designated IT system EPE which
is operational 24/7; recognition statements are issued digitally signed.
The system of monitoring of recognition decisions by all institutions performing it is in place. SKVC
is tasked with gathering and analysing relevant data and presentation of it to the Ministry of
Education, Science and Sports. This contributes to the consistent application of the recognition
principles in practice in line with the LRC in the entire education system.

of automatic recognition.
Recognition of nonformal,
lifelong  learning-based
qualifications through
micro credentials is not
systemically regulated.

Quality

Assurance

In Lithuania, Centre for Quality Assessment in Higher Education (SKVC), a national external quality
assurance agency, is authorised for external QA of higher education (study programmes placed at
NQF/EQF levels 5-7).
SKVC performs the following types of evaluation:
e evaluation of applications to establish new Higher Education Institutions (ex-ante
institutional procedure);
e institutional review of Higher Education Institutions (ex-post institutional procedure);

e evaluation of study fields (ex-post procedure, which includes evaluation of study
programmes clustered by fields);

e evaluation of new study programmes (ex-ante programme procedure).
Regarding the Law on Higher Education and Research, the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport

initiates external review of HEI activities every seven years. SKVC is authorised by the Ministry of
Education, Science and Sport to organise external review of the activities of HEIs. The objective of
external review is to determine the quality of the performance activities of Higher Education
Institution based on findings of the external review, to create prerequisites for improvement of a

Necessity to ensure the
alignment  of  study
potential and R&D in the
field evaluation starting
from 2027.
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http://www.skvc.lt/default/en/quality-assurance/institutional-review
http://e-seimas.lrs.lt/portal/legalAct/lt/TAD/TAIS.366717

Higher Education Institution, to promote a culture of quality, and to inform founders, academic
community and the society about the quality of Higher Education Institutions. HEIs can be
accredited for 7 or 3 years.
External evaluation of study programmes on a regular basis started in 1999. Later, it was decided
to transit from separate study programmes to evaluation of study fields to see the systematic view
of all studies organized in Lithuania. Thus, since 2020 evaluation of study fields has been started.
All study programmes of the same study field are evaluated at the same time in all Lithuanian
Higher Education Institutions.
The main aims of external evaluation are to help HEIs to improve the quality of their activities and
to inform the society about the quality of higher education in Lithuania. The accreditation of
study fields is based on external evaluation reports. Study fields can be accredited for 3 or 7 years;
they can also be given a non-accreditation decision. New study programmes are accredited for the
same period as the study field.
The external evaluation or review is based on a self-evaluation report prepared by the HEI. For
external evaluation SKVC assembles international expert teams, which consists of the experts from
higher education and research institutions, at least one representative of social partner and one
student. The key stages in the review process include:

e self-evaluation;

e site-visit;

e evaluation/review report;

o follow-up activities;

e examination of complains.
All external evaluation and review reports are public through SKVC website, also uploaded to the
state register of learning and study programmes and qualifications - thus, accessible via its public
portal AIKOS; also transmitted via the API link to the DEQAR.
Only accredited studies can be provided at HEIs. External evaluation and accreditation of studies
by SKVC are in line with the Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance in the European
Higher Education Area (ESG). SKVC is [full] member of ENQA, based on its positive review against
alignment to the ESG as of 2012; also listed on the EQAR as a trustworthy agency from the same
year.
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External evaluation of study fields is carried out at least once every 7 years. During the evaluation
and accreditation process, the short cycle, second cycle, integrated and professional studies of the
study field shall be evaluated and accredited separately.
The quality of study field is assessed according to 7 areas of evaluation:

e Study Objectives, Outcomes and Curriculum;

e Links between science (art) and study activities;

e Student admission and support;

e Learning, academic achievement and graduate employment;

o Teaching staff;

e Study facilities and learning resources (material resources);

e Study quality management and publicity.
Since January 1, 2025, the evaluation by study fields started applying a threshold for the assessment
indicator before commencing the external evaluation of studies. The purpose of this indicator is to
determine whether sufficiently high level of research and experimental development or artistic
activities is carried out at the University, which provides the prerequisites for the studies based on
it.
The decision on the evaluation of the new study programme (and the accreditation of the study
field if the institution of higher education does not carry out accredited study programmes in that
field) is made after the external evaluation of the programme.

From 2027 the quality of study fields evaluation framework will expand including R&D activities in
the field into account.

Social
Dimension of
HE

In 2023, the National strategy and priorities for social dimension of higher education have been
adopted.

The strategy aims for inclusion, diversity and equity in higher education, consists of actions from
integrating the social dimension into structured higher education processes, ensuring support for
higher education institutions implementing institutional accessibility policies to revision of the
student support system.

Since 2024 additional entry route into higher education for underrepresented groups was created.
Around 10% of state-funded study places are allocated to this entry route by the order of the

Systematic

implementation of the
National strategy and
priorities  for  social
dimension of higher
education requires lots of
resources and political
support.
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Minister of Education, Science and Sport.
The route is open to applicants who meet the threshold requirements set by the higher education
institution for all applicants and meeting at least one of the following conditions:

- has short study cycle qualification;

- have at least 24 months of practical experience and are applying for 6 EQF level study program;

- is a cohabitant or a single person entitled to or receiving a social allowance under the Law of the
Republic of Lithuania on Cash Social Assistance for Poor Families and Single Residents;

- has a severe or moderate disability (lower than 45% ability);

- is under 25 years old and has been placed under guardianship (custody) or both parents (or the
parent who was the only parent) are deceased.

The student support system is set to revision. The support model for the renovation of
dormitories to ensure housing accessibility for students from low socio-economic status is set to
revision.

All new buildings must include the criteria of universal design, while all infrastructure renewal
projects must fulfil criteria related to accessibility if public money is to be awarded.

Individualisation of
studies has regulatory
restrictions. Fully online
provision of study
programmes is  not
possible as at least 10% of
first cycle and 5% of
second cycle studies
should take place face-to-
face.

Other Bologna
Process
Commitments

Previous years Lithuania registered slight increase in the expenditure for student ratio.

In 2020, the guidelines for the development of competences of higher education teachers were
renewed. It refers to three types of competences: teaching and learning, research, and general
competences. The aim of the guidelines is to encourage higher education institutions to develop an
effective training system for their staff.

Lithuania formulates in its National Progress Plan an objective to renew and financially support the
implementation of guidelines to improve competences of academics, in particular their foreign
language skills and digital competences.

Lithuania has been conducting the project ‘EdTech’, which aims at changes in the education. In the
field of higher education, the project aims to provide academics with knowledge and skills related
to digital learning and teaching innovations.

Necessity of constant
budget allocations for
increasing of GDP

expenditure for student
ratio.
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Please summarise here (in a few bullet points) the main progress to be achieved by 2027 in your country, based on the detailed action
plans below, including issues such as key regulatory changes or significant new policies foreseen to support the implementation of the
Bologna Process commitments.

Main progress to be achieved by 2027 in Lithuania:

o Establishment of a regulatory framework for micro-credentials to support lifelong learning and the development of an innovative
EHEA.

e Legal changes enabling broader automatic recognition of foreign qualifications to promote mobility and recognition aligned with
the Lisbon Recognition Convention.

o Implementation of a renewed external quality assurance model, to align R&D assessment to the evaluation of study fields.

o Strengthening the social dimension through effective inclusive entry route to HE for underrepresented groups, renovation of student
dormitories, revision of the student support system and consistent increase in public expenditure per student.

Please list in the bellow table the concrete actions you want to undertake to achieve the commitments and how you want to tackle the
challenge you have mentioned above (e.g. regulatory/legal change, data collection and analysis, (national) peer support, events,

publication of support materials, ...)

Please use a separate table for each of the listed (key) commitments and add lines to the tables as needed.
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1) ECTS and Qualifications frameworks

Contribution of the action to the Expected outcome(s) Timeline Achieved in Provide
implementation of the 2027(Yes/No/ short
commitment Partially) [to explanation
be filled in [to be filled
2027] in 2027]
Develop regulatory This would contribute to fulfil the Micro credential Due by 2027
framework for micro mission for an innovative EHEA, implementation regulatory
credentials enhance lifelong learning. model developed
implementation.

2) Recognition

Action Contribution of the action to Expected outcome(s) Timeline Achieved in Provide
the implementation of the 2027(Yes/No short
commitment /Partially)  explanation
[to be filled [to be filled
in 2027] in 2027]
Enabling of This action contributes to the Legal changes enabling Due by 2026 IV
broader automatic Bologna Process objective of fair automatic recognition of foreign quarter
recognition of and transparent recognition of academic qualifications not only
foreign academic qualifications by strengthening the covered by  international
qualifications. implementation of the Lisbon treaties, but also other types of

Recognition Convention principles. automatic recognition
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3) Quality assurance

Action

Contribution of the
action to the
implementation

of the (key)

commitment

Expected outcome(s)

Renewed model This would contribute to Proposal of implementation for renewed
for external promotion of a quality QA model including R&D assessment
evaluation of culture and reinforce the prepared.

studies, including link between teaching and New regulatory model for external
R&D activities research within quality evaluation of studies, including R&D
assessment. assurance procedures. assessment set.

4) Social dimension

Contribution of the action
to the implementation
of the (key)

commitment

Expected
outcome(s)

Timeline Achieved by Provide
2027(Yes/No short
/Partially)  explanation
[to be filled [to be filled
in 2027] in 2027]

Due by 2026

January

Due by 2027

Timeline Achieved by Provide
2027(Yes/No short
/Partially)  explanation
[to be filled [to be filled
in 2027] in 2027]

Due by 2027

Analysis and data collection on This would contribute to EHEA  Proportion of
effectiveness of the additional commitments on inclusion, underrepresented
entry route made; adjustments on diversity and equity in higher groups as a share of all
the model made based on data. education. graduates increased.
Increase expenditure GDP per This action address sustainable GDP  per  student
student financing in quality education, reaches 36 percent of
enabling the system to support GDP per capita.

inclusive and  high-quality
provision across all study cycles.
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Create a legal financial support
model for the renovation of
dormitories

This would contribute to EHEA
commitments on inclusion,
diversity and equity in higher
education.

The Support model for
the renovation of
dormitories created

Due by 2026

5) Enhancement knowledge sharing

Contribution of the action to the
implementation of the (key)

commitment

Expected Timeline

outcome(s)

Provide short
explanation

[to be filled in
2027]

Achieved by
2027(Yes/No/Pa
rtially) [to be
filled in 2027]

6) Other Bologna commitments

Action

Contribution of the action to the

implementation of the (key)

commitment

Expected Timeline

outcome(s)

Provide short
explanation

[to be filled in

2027]

Achieved by
2027(Yes/No/Pa
rtially) [to be
filled in 2027]

National Action Plan prepared in May 2025

Ministry of Education, Science, and Sport of the Republic of Lithuania

Page 9 of 9

Lithuania_National_Action_Plan_2024-2027_03.07.2025




	LITHUANIA
	National Action Plan 2024-2027

