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ALBANIA 

National Action Plan 2024-2027 

 

Please identify here for your country the current situation and challenges (if relevant) in the respective key commitments. In addition, 
you may list other commitments of the Tirana or previous Communiqués and your priorities in their implementation.  

 Current situation Key challenges 

ECTS and Qualifications Frameworks  All Albanian higher education institutions have 
implemented ECTS in their curricula and they are LO 

oriented. Diploma supplements are awarded for free 

including in all courses and modules expressed in ECTS 
and LO.  

The Albanian Qualifications Framework (AQF) has been 
referenced to the European one in 2021. 

• Improving the learning outcomes 

(LO) in line with the labour market 
needs by consulting the enterprise 

stakeholders, trade unions and 
student organisations, 

• Implementing the micro-credentials 

and Long Life Learning over all higher 

education levels of the AQF. 

Recognition Albania has adopted the Lisbon Recognition Convention 
by its official approval at the Albanian Parliament in 
2010. 

• Improving the institutional 

procedures of qualification and study 
periods recognition by putting in the 

centre of them the student interests. 

Quality Assurance  Quality Assurance procedures have been implemented 

at national level in accordance with the European 
Standards and Guidelines. 

All Albanian higher education institutions are accredited 
institutionally. 

• Albanian Agency of Higher Education 
Quality Assurance to be member of 

the ENQA. 
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Social Dimension of HE In alignment with its commitments under the European 
Higher Education Area (EHEA/ZEAL) and Albania’s 
broader EU integration process, the Albanian 
government has significantly expanded its policy 
and institutional efforts to implement the 
principles of Sustainable Development (SD) in 
Higher Education. 

This implementation is guided by several national 
strategies and action plans, including: 

• National Strategy for Social Protection 2024–
2030 

• National Strategy for Development and 
Integration 2030 – Policy 3 

• National Plan for European Integration 
2024–2026 

• National Strategy for Gender Equality 2021–
2030, along with its Action Plan 

• Cross-sectoral Strategy on Decentralization 
and Local Governance 2023–2030 

• National Action Plan for Persons with 
Disabilities 2021–2025 

• National Action Plan on Equality, Inclusion, 
and Participation of Roma and Egyptians 
2021–2025 

• National Action Plan for LGBTI+ Persons 
2021–2027 

• Strategy for the Development of Primary 
Health Care Services 2020–2025 

• Employment and Vocational Training 
Strategy 2021–2026 

• National Youth Strategy 2022–2029 

Completing the database for students from 

special categories 

 

Creating synergy between stakeholders 

committed to implementing the social 

dimension in higher education 

 

 

 

 

Strengthening the monitoring system for 
implementing the social dimension in 

higher education 

Strengthening the role of HEIs in the 
implementation of the Social Dimension 

for students and staff 

Promotion of an institutional culture 
of inclusion, equality, and diversity, 
ensuring that these values are reflected 
across policy and practice. 

Maintaining an active policy dialogue 
on SD in higher education between all key 
actors: policymakers, students, academic 
staff, civil society, business sector, and 
others. 

 



Page 3 of 9 
 
Albania_National_Action_Plan_2024-2027_14.04.2025 

• Law No. 80/2015 on Higher Education in 
Albania 

• National Education Strategy 2021–2026  
o C.5.1.1: Scholarships for excellent 

students and those in need 
o Allocated fund: 6,600,000 ALL (from the 

state budget) 
• MAS Guideline No. 10, dated 15.05.2019, 

updated: Admission procedures in HEIs 
• Higher Education Quality Code 
• Cross-sectoral Strategy for the Protection of 

Crime Victims and Action Plan 2024–2030 

Other Bologna Process Commitments  Albania has made significant improvements in academic 
freedom and integrity in scientific research. However, 

further measures are needed to expand and strengthen 
academic freedom and in particular integrity in scientific 

research, with the aim of meeting the relevant standards 
of the European Higher Education Area Encourage HEIs 

to have greater participation of students and academic 
staff in their governance and strengthen institutional 

autonomy. 

Strengthening support for HEIs to expand various forms 

of international cooperation with their EHEA 

counterparts Using digital tools for the dissemination 
and promotion of the values created by ED 

Building capacities to improve academic 
freedom and integrity in scientific research 

 

 

Apply incentive mechanisms for good 

governance of HEIs in accordance with the 

corresponding best practices of the EHEA. 

Applying effective mechanisms for 

monitoring of the results and the 
implementation of internationalization by 

HEIs. 

Increasing the rate of the use of the 
products and values created by ED 
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1) ECTS and Qualifications frameworks  

 

Action  Contribution of the action 

to the implementation of 

the commitment   

Expected 
outcome(s)  

Timeline  Achieved 

in 2027  

Provide 
short 
explanation  

Round tables, forums and national events 

on the state of art of the ECTS 

implementation and measures to be taken 

in view of improving the legal framework 

and the process of ECTS implementation 

Best national and 

international experts by 

giving the best practices and 

expertise in the area of ECTS 

implementation process.   

Dissemination of 

the best practices at 

regional, national 

and international 

level. 

2025 -2026 To be 

achieved in 

2027 

  

   

2) Recognition 
 

Action Contribution of the action to the 

implementation of the commitment 

Expected outcome(s) Timeline Achieved 

in 2027  

Provide 
short 
explanation  

Round tables on 

measures to be taken 

in view of improving 

the process of 

qualification and 

study period 

recognition in 

accordance with LRC. 

The round tables contribute to the 

implementation of the commitment to 

improve the recognition of 

qualifications and study periods by 

aligning national practices with the Lisbon 

Recognition Convention (LRC). They foster 

dialogue among key actors to identify gaps, 

promote good practices, and ensure fair, 

transparent, and consistent recognition 

procedures across institutions. 

Practical recommendations to 
enhance recognition 
procedures. 

Improved understanding of LRC 
principles among stakeholders. 

Identification of steps to 
streamline recognition 
processes nationally. 

2025-2026 To be 

achieved in 

2027 
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3) Quality assurance 
 

Action  Contribution of the action to the 
implementation of the (key)  
commitment  

Expected outcome(s)  Timeline  Achieved 

by 2027  

Provide 
short 
explanation  

Round tables on 

measures to be taken in 

view of improving the 

legal framework in force 

in area of QA in view of 

the full membership of 

the Albanian National 

Agency in the ENQA. 

The round tables support the commitment 

to strengthen the national quality 

assurance (QA) framework by 

identifying necessary legal improvements 

aligned with European standards. This 

directly contributes to the goal of achieving 

full membership of the Albanian National 

QA Agency in ENQA, ensuring compliance 

with the ESG (Standards and Guidelines for 

Quality Assurance in the European Higher 

Education Area). 

Concrete proposals for 
amending the legal framework 
to meet ENQA requirements. 

 Enhanced understanding 
among stakeholders of ESG 
standards and ENQA 
membership criteria. 

Strengthened alignment of 
national QA practices with 
European best practices. 

2025-2026 To be 

achieved in 

2027 

  

Round table on the 

measures to be taken 

regarding the student's 

participation on the 

National Board of 

Accreditation and also 

on other quality 

evaluation processes.  

Strengthening the participatory role of 

students in QA structures. 

 

Supporting capacity-building for student 

representatives involved in QA. 

 

Enhancing policy dialogue between 

students, institutions, and accreditation 

bodies. 

Clear recommendations for 

involving students in 

accreditation. 

 

Greater awareness among 

stakeholders of the value of 

student participation. 

 

Steps identified to formalize 

student roles in quality 

assurance. 

2025-2026 To be 

achieved in 

2027  

 

Preparation additional 

guidelines for 

implementation of QA 

Improvement of QA in HEIs.  Sharing the good practices for 

implementation of Quality 

Code.  

2025-2027 To be 

achieved 

till 2027 
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Review, improvement 

and approval of the 

Quality Code 

Review, improvement and approval of the 

Quality Code 

Improvement of the quality code standards 

in accordance with ESG, to reflect local and 

international best practices 

Implementation of new 

quality code 

2025-2027 To be 

achieved 

till 2027 

 

Seminars with external 

evaluators (academics, 

students and other 

stakeholders) 

Professional development of external 

evaluators for the implementation of the 

quality code 

Improvement of quality 

assurance processes 

2026-2027 To be 

achieved 

till 2027 

 

 

4) Social dimension 
 

Action  Contribution of the 
action to the 

implementation of the 
(key) commitment  

Expected outcome(s)  Timeline   Achieved by 2027  Provide short explanation  

Improvement of 

the legal basis 

Creating or increasing 

support for the 

implementation of the SD 

P&G 

Removing barriers 

and/or improving 

conditions for 

implementing P&G 

 

2025-2027 

 

 

2027-2030 

 

Achieved partially in 

2027 

 

Achieved partially in 

2030 

Some improvements related to 

the elements of the PS, increased 

funding, registration procedures 

in HEIs, the Quality Code,etc., 

are likely to be achieved within 

2027.  

Strengthening 

the SD 

implementatio

n system at the 

central and HEI 

levels 

Drafting, implementing and 

monitoring policies for SD in 

Albanian HE. 

Establishment of 

structures at the central 

level of HEIs for the 

implementation of P&G 

in HE 

 

2024-2027 

Strengthening SD in 

strategic 

documents, 

including the 

Education Strategy, 

as well as 

strengthening the 

Strengthening the working 

group in the Ministry of 

Education for the 

implementation of SD in HEIs 

Strengthening SD in the 

Education Strategy after 2026 

Supporting HEIs for the 
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structures related to 

SD implementation, 

is feasible. 2024-

2027 

inclusion of SD in their strategic 

plan and for the enhancing of an 

inclusive environment 

Strengthening the role of the 

national point for SD in the 

Ministry of Education 

Seminar/works

hop/round 

tables 

➢ Capacity building, 
➢ Creation of institutional 

culture 
➢ Strengthening dialogue 

on SD-related policy 

Training of persons 
related to the 
implementation of P&G 
Increasing student 
participation 
Increasing the rate of 
access to stud. &PA 

2024-2027 Following the 
seminars held for 
SD, 4 other activities 
are planned to be 
held at the system 
level. 

 

Promotion and 
information 

➢ Dissemination of good 
practices through: 
• Publications 
• TV shows 
• Social networks 
• Other activities 

Publication of the guide 
for the implementation 
and monitoring of SD in 
HEIs 
Informing the study of 
other parties regarding 
the implementation of 
SD 

2024-2030 Activities will be 
carried out 

throughout the 
period, with the aim 
of creating an 

inclusive 
environment as a 
contemporary social 
demand. 

The changes foreseen for ECTS 
in 2027 will affect their transfer 

during the period 2027-2030. 

Political 
dialogue 

Monitoring 

Strengthening dialogue 
between different 
institutions: MES, MShMS, 

ASCAL, AKFAL, HEIs, 

including students 

Creating a synergy for 
the implementation of 
SD in HE in Albania 

2024-2027 

(at least one 
annual 
meeting)  
 

2027-2030 

Activities will be 
carried out 
throughout the 

period, with the aim 

of strengthening 
cooperation to 

create synergy in the 
implement. 

The dialogue will be 
strengthened both at the policy-
making level (MES and MShMS) 

and in terms of involving 

students, academic staff, 
business, and the Erasmus+ 

National Office as well, in the 
dialogue. 
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5) Enhancement knowledge sharing 

 

Action  Contribution of the action to 
the implementation  
of the (key)  

commitment  

Expected outcome(s)  Timeline  Achieved 

by 2027  

  

Provide 
short 
explanation  
 

Round table to engage in 

dialogue and collaboration on 

ongoing work, in order to ensure 

a more effective linkage between 

the policy level and the higher 

education community.  

This may also need the inclusion 

of international and national 

expert networks, supporting 

cooperation across borders and 

with the BFUG. 

Proposal for different of mechanisms 

of increasing collaborations and 

networks within EHEA   

Some guidelines and good 

practices to increase 

Networks of experts of 

BFUG.  

2025-2026 2027   

Round tables with different 

stakeholders for good practices 

of Code of ethics in research  

Strengthening the academic integrity 

in HE 

The promotion of good 

practices for academic 

integrity.  

2024-2027  Partially 

achieved in 

2027  
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6) Other Bologna commitments  

 

 

Action  Contribution of the 
action to the 
implementation of 
the (key)  
commitment  

Expected outcome(s)  Timeline  Achieved 

by 2027  

  

Provide 
short 
explanation  
 

Round table on new indicators to be used 

by the WG on Monitoring process  

Proposal or additional and 

necessary monitoring 

indicators 

Additional indicators for 

example for BIPR 

2026-2027 2027   

Internationalization  

Enhancing of the mobility of students and 

staff, and increase efforts to identify and 

remove barriers and promote physical 

mobility in order to stimulate 

internationalisation for more inclusive, 

and balanced mobility.  

 In additional the higher education should 

explore practices and benefits of blended 

mobility and virtual, exchanges, with the 

aim of fostering the internationalisation of 

the curricula, as well as the Joint program, 

Proposal of the different 

mobility exchange, and 

some international good 

practices  

 

To enhance 

internationalization of 

Albanian HEIs.  

Physical, blended and virtual 

Mobility guidelines  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The number of outgoing and 

incoming of mobility will be 

on of indicators, as well as 

the number of joint degrees.  

2026-2027 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2024-2027  

2027 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Partially 

achieved in 

2027 
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