Agenda point: 6

FEEDBACK ON THE BOLOGNA POLICY FORUM FUTURE STRUCTURE AND CONTENT
Initial e-mail sent by the BFUG Secretariat on 12 December 2011

Dear National Contact Persons,

 

We would like to thank you for your valuable input on the Third Bologna Policy Forum (BPF), both in terms of structure and content. Your suggestions for possible BPF keynote speakers, as well as the feedback on the information / mutual exchange sessions have helped us in advancing with the event preparations.

 

Moreover, the Bologna Follow-Up Group (BFUG) and the International Openness Working Group (acting as BPF Organizing Committee) are trying to identify the most appropriate means of making the future Bologna Policy Fora highly successful events as well.

 

As a result, we turn to you kindly requesting your support in the consultation process regarding possible future editions of the BPF. In this sense, we would like to put forward the following issues:

 

1.       First of all, do you prefer that future editions of the Bologna Policy Forum be organized in conjunction with the Bologna Process Ministerial Conferences, as it has been common practice so far, or do would you rather see them as standalone events, perhaps organised outside of Europe as well? Would your country be interested in organising the Bologna Policy Forum in the future?
 

2.       Secondly, would you consider maintaining a global approach for future Bologna Policy Fora or should these have a regional or thematic focus, with a different setting or different priorities for each edition? 
 
3.       Should the Bologna Policy Fora target only the participation of high level officials or should they be organised also for expert exchange at practitioners level as well?  
 

We look forward to receiving your reply on this matter at your earliest convenience, but no later than Tuesday, 20 December 2011. Based on your feedback, proposals for the improvement of the Bologna Policy Forum could be presented in the next BFUG meeting (18-19 January 2012).

 

Feedback received

1. Alex Young, UK/Scotland (12 December 2011)
Irina,

 

Thanks for the opportunity to comment.  Whilst we see value in holding the Forum alongside Ministerial Conferences, we feel it might attract a greater audience and potentially achieve greater impact if there were alternative arrangements too.  So we would support more focused discussions on either a regional or thematic basis and that these discussions are held with expert exchanges from practitioners.

 

Perhaps they could be organised as Bologna Seminars hosted out with the EHEA.  They could include policy perspectives from the EHEA and the hosting region then discussions by practitioners, possibly led by Bologna Experts.  Of course there would be a cost to this (especially in travel) but maybe they could be organised alongside or as part of existing education events?

 

I hope this is useful,

Alex

2. Ahmad Abu-El-Haija, Jordan (18 December 2011)
Dear Ms. Geanta,
In reference to the above subject, please find below my response in bold and underlined.

As a result, we turn to you kindly requesting your support in the consultation process regarding possible future editions of the BPF. In this sense, we would like to put forward the following issues:

 

1.       First of all, do you prefer that future editions of the Bologna Policy Forum be organized in conjunction with the Bologna Process Ministerial Conferences, as it has been common practice so far, or do would you rather see them as standalone events, perhaps organised outside of Europe as well? Would your country be interested in organising the Bologna Policy Forum in the future? 
We recommend standalone events, and we would support holding them in EU countries and Partner Countries alternatively. Jordan would be happy - in principle - to host one of future Fora, after proper coordination with Ministry.
 

2.       Secondly, would you consider maintaining a global approach for future Bologna Policy Fora or should these have a regional or thematic focus, with a different setting or different priorities for each edition? 
Both: a global approach in one day, and then a particular topic during the second day. The theme (topic) may be selected each time  in coordination with stakeholders, and in accordance with priorities.
 
3. Should the Bologna Policy Fora target only the participation of high level officials or should they be organised also for expert exchange at practitioners level as well?  It should still include high level officials, but may also include limited numbers of Experts to be part of the delegation, together with the high-level representative.

3. Vera Stastna, Czech Republic (20 December 2011)
Dear Colleagues,

Just brief reaction to your questions:

1) The policy fora should stay in connection to the Ministerial Bologna meetings. It is a unique opportunity to meet and discuss, also bilaterally. These fora should stay at high level.

2) The topic and circumstances are very important. Perhaps the high level fora might identify several (not many) topics which could be discussed later, perhaps in a forum format. Such for a/conferences could have regional as well as global character, should be “topic” oriented (e.g. quality.

Second way of collaboration could be (probably at regional level or national) the implementation of reforms, i.e. the Bologna Process in its complex format. This could rather be an upon request reaction.

In any case the label Bologna should be used for Bologna connected actions and understanding of the Bologna concept should be always guaranteed if seminars, conferences or topic based fora use the Bologna “brand”. 

Kind regards,

Vera Stastna

4. Marlies Leegwater, Netherlands (20 December 2011)

Dear Irina and all there at the Secretariat,

On the questions regarding the Structure and Content of the future editions of the Bologna Policy Forum, our answers are the following:

1. The Forum has been “invented” and intended to accommodate for the requests from MINISTERS from outside the EHEA/Bologna Process to be present during the conference. As the conference of Ministers of the Bologna Process/EHEA is intended for Ministers to commit to actions, it would be inappropriate to discuss on the intended actions with ministers who attend from a different context/perspective. Therefore, it would be appropriate to organize the Forum in conjunction with the Bologna Process Ministerial Conferences.

2. The Bologna Policy Forum should maintain a global approach, as from Europe (Netherlands) it is considered important to remain open to – in touch with - the entire world. 

3. The Bologna Process is a process of political commitment. In considering activities distinction should be made between political activities and exchange of good practice. 
If the focus is on good practice and exchange of good practice practitioners are to be invited. Political events need to remain special and of interest for the politicians (good practice is usually not of interest to politicians).

In general the attitude should be that if a country – or groups of countries - are interested in a certain theme or focus, and they call for organization of an event, it should be up to those who call for the event to organize the event.

Kind regards

For the Netherlands

5. Birgit Galler, Germany (20 December 2011)

Dear Colleagues,

Our national contact person  is siegbert wuttig (wuttig@daad.de) and I sent your message to him.

My opinion is to wait for this year’s BPF to see, whether we should really continue this event. I am rather sceptical abd would rather vote against.   It should rather be a continuos follow-up process of informing states outside EHEA and discussing with them,  in regional  or thematic conferences,  and it should be an expert exchange, in the way we suggested it  for the next programme of BPF.

6. Maria Boltruszko, Poland (21 December 2011)

Dear Member of Bologna Secretariat,

 I think that perspectives for future Bologna Policy Fora can be created after experiences during Third Bologna Policy Forum.

With best regards and Happy Christmas!

7. Athina Plessa-Papadaki, Greece (22 December 2011)

Regarding the future of the Bologna Policy Forum we would like to stress the following issues:

1. We have the opinion that the BPF should continue to be organized in conjunction with the Bologna Process Ministerial Conferences.

2. The global approach for the BPF is more effective way in order to achieve the goals of the Bologna Process and of the Forum, rather than the regional focus.

3. We think that the BPF should target only the participation of high level officials. Experts and practitioners have the chance to contribute in the relevant conferences and seminars which organized by the Bologna Process. 

 

Athina Plessa-Papadaki

Member of Bologna Follow-up Group
8. Gottfried Bacher, Austria (22 December 2011)

Dear Irina,

a little late but hopefully still usable my response as National contact person.

All the best

Gottfried

As a result, we turn to you kindly requesting your support in the consultation process regarding possible future editions of the BPF. In this sense, we would like to put forward the following issues:

 

1.       First of all, do you prefer that future editions of the Bologna Policy Forum be organized in conjunction with the Bologna Process Ministerial Conferences, as it has been common practice so far, or do would you rather see them as standalone events, perhaps organised outside of Europe as well? Would your country be interested in organising the Bologna Policy Forum in the future?

Answer: Stand alone events would make sense, as the Bologna Process has evolved from political to implementation activities and the BPF is at an earlier stage of this process.
 

2.       Secondly, would you consider maintaining a global approach for future Bologna Policy Fora or should these have a regional or thematic focus, with a different setting or different priorities for each edition? Regional Focus somewhere along the way sounds reasonable!
 
3.       Should the Bologna Policy Fora target only the participation of high level officials or should they be organised also for expert exchange at practitioners level as well?  It is important that experts and practitioners get together to prepare the stage for the implementation of cooperation and mobility activities!
9. Cécile Richardeau, New Zealand (23 December 2011)
Dear Irina,

Thank you for your interesting questions in regards to the future of the Bologna Policy Forum. 

New Zealand’s views are that:

1.  Due to the long distance between New Zealand and Europe; it is very unlikely that any New Zealand Minister or Senior Official could attend a one-day forum in Europe.

2.  The interests of the “Non-European” groups are very different and a regional, or thematic approach would be very useful.

3. This would depend on whether you’d like to discuss it at a policy or implementation level.

Best regards,
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