 Overview of current discussions on key mobility benchmark aspects, situation: 28 July 2010
	Dimension
	Bologna Follow-up Group 
	European Commission 
	Monitoring plans 

	1. Direction of mobility flow (inbound, outbound)
	Base the benchmark on outbound mobility, but to collect data on inbound mobility as additional information and for analysing the balance of mobility flows.
	

	2. Short term/credit mobility versus long term/degree mobility
	In order to cover mobility in a comprehensive way and in line it is proposed to include both credit and degree mobility. 
	Data collectors are asked to provide the data needed for this dimension as soon as possible. For the time being monitoring will due to data availability be based on data on degree mobility of graduates (available in 2011) . The EU will in addition also report on programme mobility (Erasmus), plus other mobility data , once available. Currently data on the mobility of students by country of origin/destination available only. 

	3. Minimum duration of mobility

(This point is still under revision)
	As regards data on credit mobility the duration will be in line with the Erasmus defini​tion of mobility (in general minimum 3 months, 2 months for placements).

However, for practical data collection reasons a limit of one credit point will currently be applied. Erasmus data currently include mobility resulting even in no credit points. The duration of degree mobility would be the minimum defined by the UOE data collection rules (one semester or one year).
	As regards data on credit mobility the duration will be in line with the Erasmus defini​tion of mobility (in general minimum 3 months or 15 credit points, 2 months for placements).


	The EU will try to develop additional data on duration of (non-Erasmus) credit mobility in order to ensure that real mobility is measured. 

The Commission proposal (in general minimum 3 months, 2 months for placements)can already be applied to available  Erasmus data. 

As regards the degree mobility Eurostat currently uses the thresholds of a minimum duration of 1 year or 1 semester, if not an exchange student. In some countries data on shorter stays abroad are currently still included in degree mobility statistics.

	4. Physical or virtual mobility


	Limit benchmark to physical mobility.

In line with the Council Conclusions and the Bologna Communiqué the benchmark should focus on physical mobility. 
	Currently the Eurostat data available, however, for some countries include both physical and virtual mobility. Data on physical mobility only will be used once available from Eurostat. Eurostat asked Member States (EU-27) about data availability: most countries can separate virtual from physical mobility. Virtual mobility is minor in most countries. Eurostat proposes to collect both, but separately.


	5. Students or graduates
	Base benchmark on graduates.
	Eurostat will collect in 2011 more data on diploma mobility at graduate level (agreed in April UOE meeting). Until more data on graduates will become available estimates on total mobility might have to be based on student mobility data.

	6. Graduation level
	Base the mobility benchmark on the graduates at all tertiary levels (three cycles), but mobility will be measured for the programme the student completes.
	Data on Marie Curie mobility (young researchers will be collected as background information, but this will not be part of the benchmark indicator.

	7. Foreign students versus mobile students

- homecoming students
	Follow the dimensions and definition of “mobile students” (prior education abroad or prior residence abroad) decided within the UOE data collection. Prior education should have priority over prior residence if both are available.
	

	
	Include homecoming students if their prior residence or education was abroad. 


	Eurostat: homecoming students are in some countries included in the number of foreign/ mobile students. Today prior education is the upper secondary education, with the ISCED revision it will be upper secondary or a previous level within higher education 

UOE decided in 2009 not to include homecoming students. However, this decision needs to be revisited. It anyhow leads to similar results if homecoming is based on prior education/prior residence and not citizenship.

	8. Geographic scope
	Only take those graduating in the EHEA into account (but worldwide mobility of those graduating in Europe would still be followed as a supplementary indicator).

Data on students from non European Higher Education (EHEA) countries moving to a country within the EHEA will be collected but not included in the 20% benchmark.
	It is proposed to take into account, whenever possible, all mobility of European learners (degree and credit mobility), whether it is within Europe outside Europe.
It is aimed at producing for comparative purposes in addition figures on thoise graduating in the EHEA only, in line with the Bologna definition.

	Eurostat proposes to limit the geographic scope of data relating to graduates to the European Higher Education Area in order to facilitate data collection and not to depend on data provision by non-European countries.

Data collection could be revisited in 2012.


