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Berlin Communique

Ministers commit themselves to having started the
Implementation of the two cycle system by 2005

First and second cycle degrees should have different
orientations and various profiles in order to accomodate a
diversity of individual, academic and labour market needs

First cycle degrees should give access to second cycle
programmes

Ministers stress their commitment to making higher education
equally accessible to all, on the basis of capacity, by every
appropriate means



Major purposes of higher
education

Personal development

Preparation for life as an active, constructive and
critical citizen in a democratic soclety

Maintainance and improvement of and advanced
skills, competences and knowledge base

Preparation for the labour market with a long term
perspective



What Is a bachelor?

Different orientations

Combination of broad based competences
and specialisation in particular discipline

Transversal skills
Curricula based on learning outcomes
Flexible curricula/individual learning paths



Employability

Needs more attention in bachelors

Learn how to keep learning (sustainable
employability)

Recognition of bachelor diploma’s by
employers



Access to the second cycle

First and second cycle are interconnected

Acess to second cycle should be open to all
bachelor graduates

Obstacles to free access: academic, financial,
soclal



Restructuring of old curricula

Aims: more flexibility, transparency, fulfilment,
employability

Redesign of old degrees needed, both structures and
content

Involvement of students, graduates, teachers,
researchers

Feed-back from the labour market



Contact

* Bpc@esib.org

ESIB

Avenue de la Toison d’Or 17A/80
B-1050 Bruxelles

Belgium
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