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REPORT OF THE SOCIAL DIMENSION AND LIFELONG LEARNING WORKING GROUP
Introduction
The Social Dimension and Lifelong Learning Working Group (SD&LLL WG) is co-chaired by Brian Power (Ireland) and Elisabeth Gehrke (the European Students’ Union (ESU). 18 countries – Armenia, Austria, Belgium/Flemish Community, Croatia, Cyprus, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Romania, Ukraine and the United Kingdom/Scotland – and 6 organisations – the European Commission (EC), Education International (EI), EURASHE, ESU, European University Association (EUA) and PL4SD project are represented in the WG. 
Working group meetings
In the period after the Athens BFUG meeting on 9-10 April 2014, the SD&LLL WG had a small internal meeting on 10 July 2014 in the Vatican City. The meeting was entirely devoted to the discussion of the WG’s final outcomes to be presented to the BFUG in November. For this purpose, the meeting gathered one representative from each thematic group formed under the SD&LLL WG, the Co-Chairs, and the Secretariat.
At the meeting the third draft of the Strategy for the Development of the Social Dimension and Lifelong Learning in the European Higher Education Area to 2020 with the working title of “Widening participation for equity and growth” was presented and discussed. The Strategy would be further revised to eliminate reiterations of the policy priorities from the current and past periods, laying a stronger emphasis on the document’s new forward-looking ideas. 
Furthermore it was proposed, upon the WG’s agreement, to present the Strategy in a package, which would incorporate the Strategy itself, the Guidelines on National Access Plans to detail how the Strategy could translate into practical national actions, and a background paper to set the context. 
The first draft of the final report was discussed and it was agreed that it would be a technical document to include the achievements of the WG’s mandate and corresponding action plan for the 2012-2015 period. Moreover, given that the SD&LLL WG had laid the policy foundations and acted as the PL4SD project’s Stakeholders’ Forum and had an active participation in advising and “steering” the project, a section in the document would report on the activities carried out by the PL4SD as well as some initial or preliminary evaluation of the outcomes of the different strands of the project.
The fifth meeting of the SD&LLL WG will take place on 23-24 September 2014 in Brussels, Belgium. The meetings follow the format of having a thematic session in the beginning of the meetings on the first day and internal work on the following day. At the meeting in Brussels the focus of the thematic session will be on student supports and services. Guest speakers will be invited from the European Council for Student Affairs (ECStA) and Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) Network.
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