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Peer-Learning Event on QA and Recognition

(proposed by the Croatian Ministry of Science, Education and Sports and the European Quality Assurance Register, EQAR)

Place and possible timing

· Croatia, hosted by Ministry of Science, Education and Sports

· Autumn 2013 or Spring 2014

Topics

· Cross-border activities of EQAR-registered QA agencies in the EHEA

· Using external QA by EQAR-registered agencies as a reference point for system-level approaches to recognition

Bucharest Communiqué priorities addressed

· “allow EQAR-registered agencies to perform their activities across the EHEA, while complying with national requirements”

· “recognise quality assurance decisions of EQAR-registered agencies on joint and double degree programmes”

· “work together towards the automatic recognition of comparable academic degrees, building on the tools of the Bologna framework, as a long-term goal of the EHEA”

Target groups

· Ministry representatives

· QA agencies

· ENIC-NARIC offices

· Stakeholder representatives (European and national level)

Objectives

· To disseminate practical country examples/case studies related to the topics

· To discuss opportunities and challenges observed in different contexts

· To identify good practice in relation to the two topics that might help to guide other countries

Possible programme

One day or two half days (lunch to lunch)

Opening addresses

General introduction to the topics

Topic 1: External QA as Reference Point for Recognition (3h15)

Two case-study presentations, length 15 min. each:

· Belgium (Flemish Community) – new legal framework

· Croatia – ENIC/NARIC or Ministry?

Followed by Q&A (in plenary, 15 min)

In-depth discussion (2h) in small groups, addressing key questions:

· How could the examples be transferred to participants' own countries?

· Would they make recognition more smooth and systematic as compared to the current situation?

· Which specific challenges or obstacles would participants expect in their countries, and how could they be addressed?

· Which elements could serve as a general role model for legislators, HEI's and ENIC-NARIC's?

Synthesis of small group discussions in plenary, formulation of main conclusions for the topic (30 min)

Topic 2: Cross-border Activity of QA Agencies (3h15)

Two case-study presentations, length 15 min. each:

· Government – establishing an efficient framework for the work of foreign EQAR-registered QAAs

· HEI and/or QAA – opportunities and challenges of cross-border evaluation/accreditation/audit, as seen in practice

Followed by Q&A (in plenary, 15 min)

In-depth discussion (2h) in small groups, addressing key questions:

· How could participants use the examples in establishing a framework in their own country?

· Would participants expect similar opportunities and challenges?

· How can the challenges be addressed and cross-border QA activity facilitated?

· What do participants consider as good practice on the side of legislators, HEI's and QAA's involved in cross-border QA

Synthesis of small group discussions in plenary, formulation of main conclusions for the topic (30 min)

Wrap-up and general conclusions, closing
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