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Update on the interest of countries to join the EHEA

1. Criteria for the EHEA accession 

In the 2003 Berlin Communiqué, the Ministers defined the criteria for the European Higher Education Area (EHEA) accession which are still valid:
“Countries party to the European Cultural Convention shall be eligible for membership of the European Higher Education Area provided that they at the same time declare their willingness to pursue and implement the objectives of the Bologna Process in their systems of higher education.”
In sum, there are two criteria for membership: a) an applicant country needs to be a party to the European Cultural Convention; and b) its competent public authorities need to commit to and implement the values, goals and key policies of the EHEA. The first criterion is rather straight forward. However, in order to find out whether the countries satisfy the second criterion, in Berlin the Ministers further specified that the “…applications should contain information on how they [applicant countries] will implement the principles and objectives of the declaration”.
At present there are three countries – Belarus, Monaco and San Marino – that are party to the European Cultural Convention but they are not members of the EHEA. 

2. Interested countries

At this stage two countries officially expressed their intention to be considered for the EHEA membership, namely Kosovo[footnoteRef:1] and Belarus. Kosovo* expressed its interest in a letter dated May 3, 2013 to the Ministers responsible for higher education of Armenia, Ireland and Croatia (see Annex 1). Initially the intention was to have a single reply from the three countries but eventually each Ministry has responded separately depending on the political views (see Annexes  2, 3 and 4).  [1:  All reference to Kosovo, whether to the territory, institutions or population, in this text shall be understood in full compliance with United Nations Security Council Resolution 1244 and without prejudice to the status of Kosovo.

] 


In addition, during the bilateral political consultations of the Armenian and Belarusian Ministries of Foreign Affairs, which took place on April 18, 2013 in Yerevan, Belarus, restated its willingness to join the EHEA (see Annex 5). 

The BFUG Secretariat was also informally approached by the representatives of San Marino regarding their intention to apply for the EHEA accession to be considered at the 2015 Yerevan Ministerial Conference. 

The BFUG Board is invited to discuss and give recommendation on the following points:
a) deadline for the EHEA accession application;
b) need to create an ad-hoc working group to analyze and propose amendments to the document “Information to be provided by countries applying for accession to the European Higher Education Area (EHEA)” (prepared jointly by the Council of Europe and former BFUG Secretariat) taking forward the priorities set in the Bucharest Communiqué and reflecting on recent developments in the Bologna Process;
c) provision of official answer to Kosovo’s* request. 
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