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Reporting on the Implementation of the Bologna Process:

Progress Report for BFUG Board, Tbilisi, Georgia, September 17
At its second meeting, held in Luxembourg on 2 July 2013, the working group made progress on defining both the content and the process for developing the next edition of the Bologna Implementation Report.

Several principles for the report were agreed. Compared to the first edition in 2012, which provides a solid baseline picture, the 2015 report should aim to be more outcome-oriented and to focus on changes that have taken place since the last report, rather than simply describing reality across the EHEA. The working group also agreed that the chapters and structure of the report should be broadly maintained in the same form as the 2012 edition, thus ensuring continuity in the reporting process.
1. Indicators

Considerable progress was made in defining the indicators to be included in the 2015 report. The working group thoroughly discussed the indicators used in the 2012 report, and as a result indicators for the 2015 report can be classified in 4 groups:
1)
A major group of core indicators will remain unchanged from the 2012 report with a view to ensure comparability over time; 
2) 
Some new indicators have been proposed to respond to evolving policy priorities. In particular the internationalisation and social dimension working groups would like to propose more scorecard indicators in their chapters. The data collectors are currently examining the feasibility of the proposals submitted;
3)
Minor amendments/improvements were suggested to the wording of some indicators;

4) 
Finally, a small number of indicators which are no longer relevant will not be used in the 2015 Report. 

1.1 
Scorecard indicators 
All BFUG Working Groups have been invited to make proposals for any new scorecard indicators that they consider would be useful in the 2015 report. Several new indicators were proposed before the working group meeting – where they were discussed - and other proposals have since been received.

Six potential new scorecard indicators were discussed at the working group meeting on the following topics: 

· Level of cross-border activity of QA agencies; 

· Portability of grants and loans; 

· Support to students with low socio-economic background; 

· Information, guidance and counselling for students; 

· Outgoing Mobility; 

· Financial support for mobility to students with low socio-economic background. 

In addition, several potential scorecard indicators are being developed in response to proposals so far received from other working groups:

· National Implementation of the principles of the Lisbon Recognition Convention; 
· System-Level recognition of three cycle degrees and credits ("Automatic" recognition)  

· Lifelong Learning;

· Internationalisation.  

At this stage, it is not yet clear whether available data will enable meaningful scorecard indicators for all these topics to be included in the report. 

2. Development of the report 

The data collecting organisations (Eurydice, Eurostat and Eurostudent) confirmed that all practical and technical arrangements were on track to produce the report.

Eurostat pointed out that there will be some limitations with regard to expected data, particularly related to the chapter on mobility and internationalisation. The data needed for computing the Bologna benchmark indicator (that in 2020 at least 20% of those graduating in the European Higher Education Area should have had a study or training period abroad) are the number of degree mobile and credit mobile graduates. Currently Eurostat can provide data on the number of students enrolled by country of origin, but not on degree mobile or credit mobile graduates. Data on degree mobile graduates by country of origin will be submitted to Eurostat starting in November 2014 (graduates of academic year 2012/2013). Eurostat is also currently developing and testing tables to gather data on credit mobile graduates. If this work is successful, data should be provided from 2015, and will therefore only be available for the 2018 report. At this stage there are also no data available (or indeed foreseen) on staff mobility.

The Eurostudent data collection project will cover 27 or 28 EU countries, and the testing phase has started in August. Full Eurostudent data on 27/ 28 countries will be available in June 2014 at the latest.

From the Eurydice side, the main BFUG questionnaire will be developed and tested in the autumn 2013 following agreement on indicators for the report. The questionnaire will again be completed online and the software will be hosted and managed by the Bologna Secretariat. The questionnaire will be launched early in 2014.

The data collectors are also in the process of improving questions that led to misunderstanding or misinterpretation in 2012. The working group will assist in commenting and finalising the questionnaire, and its next meeting in November will be largely devoted to this task.
The forthcoming next steps are therefore:

· Ensure that all BFUG working groups are satisfied with the indicators related to their sections of the report:

· Report on progress at the Vilnius BFUG in October;

· Revision and finalisation of the questionnaire at WG meeting in Riga, November 15;

· Sending out questionnaires to countries in January 2014.

Annex

BFUG WG Reporting on the Implementation of the Bologna Process
Timeline for the production of the integrated report
on the implementation of the Bologna Process 

2012-2015

	2012
	Ongoing Eurostat data collection
	Eurostudent data collection

	16 November in WG meeting in Riga
	WG Implementation: indication of new information needs for 2015 Implementation report according to the Bucharest communiqué; approving timeline, 
	
	

	2013
	
	

	14-15 March
	BFUG: present results of the first meeting of Working group
	
	

	May – August
	Definition of indicators and development of questionnaire by Eurydice, Eurostat and Eurostudent
	
	

	2 July WG meeting in Luxembourg
	WG Implementation: discussion of indicators, preliminary selection of indicators
	
	

	7-8 Nov BFUG Vilnius
	BFUG: reporting on progress 2015 Report
	
	

	September-December
	Pre-test of  questionnaire by Eurydice
	
	

	15 November WG meeting in Riga
	WG Implementation: finalisation of questionnaire prepared by Eurydice 
	
	

	2014
	
	

	January – April
	Data collection by Eurydice through the questionnaire which will be filled by BFUG representatives in consultation with national stakeholders 
Data collection by Eurostat of statistical information from countries of the EHEA not participating in the regular data collections
	
	

	May- November
	Analysis of material, drafting of integrated report, integrating data from Eurostat, Eurostudent and Eurydice and consultation with the relevant working groups
	
	

	2 July 
WG meeting in Riga
	WG Implementation: first discussion of the structure of the implementation report, draft chapters. 
	
	

	October
(Date not set yet)
	BFUG meeting 

· presentation of the results/ drafts.
	
	

	5 November WG meeting in Luxembourg
	WG Implementation: Second discussion on the draft report, finalization of the scorecard indicators and discussion of issues for inclusion of recommendations and conclusions.
	
	

	End of year
	Draft integrated report and conclusions to be sent to BFUG
	
	

	2015
	
	

	January 
	BFUG: discussion of draft integrated report and of the conclusions prepared by the WG Implementation in October
	
	

	January-February  WG meeting in Riga

(if necessary)
	WG meeting : last amendments to final report
	
	

	March 
	Print-ready electronic version of the integrated report provided to BFUG
	
	

	May 2015
	Presentation of final integrated report to the ministerial conference
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