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REPORT BY THE STRUCTURAL REFORMS WORKING GROUP

Introduction
In the 2012 – 15 EHEA work program, the Structural Reforms Working Groups (SRWG) is perhaps the group with the broadest mandate and the most complex set-up.  Co-chaired by the Council of Europe (coordinator), Belgium (Flemish Community), the Holy See and Poland, it has some 40 members as well as four sub-structures:
· Ad hoc group on third cycle qualifications
· Ad hoc group on the revision of the ECTS Users’ Guide
· Network on Recognition of Prior learning (RPL)
· Network of national correspondents for qualifications frameworks.
The terms of reference of the SRWG as well as three of the four sub-structures were adopted by the BFUG in Dublin in March 2013. The terms of reference of the RPL Network have now been discussed with this network and are submitted to the BFUG Board for consideration.  If accepted by the BFUG Board, the terms of reference may be submitted to the BFUG either by electronic consultation or at the meeting in Vilnius on November 7 – 8, 2013 for adoption.

Working group meeting
The SRWG met in Warszawa on May 22 – 23, 2013, hosted by the Polish Ministry of Science and Higher Education. This was the second meeting of the SRWG and it focused on transparency instruments and their relationship to the other policy areas of structural reform.
The Co-Chairs met on the eve of the SRWG meeting and took the opportunity to meet also with one of the co-chairs of the RPL Network to discuss the terms of reference and the work program of this Network.

Meeting of Co-Chairs
The Co-Chairs aim to meet once between every meeting of the SRWG. They met in Vatican City on July 8 and had also invited the chairs of the sub-groups to this meeting. The exchange between the Co-Chairs and the chairs of the sub-structures proved very useful.  The discussion at this meeting focused on the further work of the SRWG and its sub-structure, in particular with regard to developing a report in time for the BFUG meeting to be held in fall 2014.

Further work
While the first two meetings of the SRWG have been used to explore a number of issues of key relevance to the group, the work will from now on focus on developing the report that the SRWG will submit to the BFUG. 
The report will aim to cover the main elements in the terms of reference.  It will aim to make recommendations within each of the four main policy areas covered by the group as well as bring the four policy areas together.  
The SRWG will meet again on September 24 – 25, in Brussels.  At this meeting, a first outline of the report will be a main item on the agenda along with a discussion of peer learning activities concerning structural reform and a joint session with the EQF Advisory group on September 25 in the afternoon.
The SRWG will meet again on December 9 – 10 and will aim to meet once or twice in spring 2014 before finalizing its draft report in early fall 2014.

Sub-groups
Ad hoc group on third cycle qualifications
The ad hoc group on the third cycle, co–chaired by Italy, Romania and Spain, has met twice (in Rome in December 2012 and in Bucharest in May 2013). The membership of the group includes Armenia, Austria, Belgium/Flemish Community, Belgium/French Community, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Denmark, France, Germany, the Holy See, Hungary, Ireland, Moldova, Poland, Ukraine, United Kingdom, the European Commission, the EUA, EI, and EURODOC. In between meetings, regular contacts between the co–chairs and the group members have been kept.
In order to perform the specific tasks of the ToR, the main activities have been: collection of information and data on the third cycle, especially on doctoral education, from the EUA, the European Commission, UNESCO/OECD/EUROSTAT statistics, national implementation reports for the stocktaking exercise, and questionnaires distributed to members. On the basis of the information collected and on the debate which took place during the Bucharest meeting, the group’s work on mapping the different kinds of third cycle degrees and the current state of Doctoral studies in the EHEA has been almost finalized. Quality assurance and transparency were discussed during the meeting in Bucharest and follow-up actions, with special reference to the ESG, ECTS and the DS, are ongoing. The issues related to employability and internationalization will be the main topics for the upcoming meeting in Madrid in October 2013, during which a joint session with the WG on Mobility and Internationalization is also foreseen. The work for the remaining tasks is postponed in the autumn and will be finalized during the last group meeting in Rome (time to be decided).

Ad hoc group on the revision of the ECTS Users’ Guide
The ad hoc Group is composed of representatives from 14 member delegations (AM, BE-nl, DE, FR, HU, IT, LT, MD, NL, NO, SE, UA and UK as well as from 4 consultative members: ENQA, ESU, EUA and EURASHE) and is facilitated by the European Commission. The aim is to provide a guide which serves the needs of a broad range of stakeholders, and give practical guidance to higher education institutions to improve the design, application and assessment of learning outcomes. Following three meetings discussing different themes of the guide, the Group will begin drafting the revised Guide in the course of September, for further consideration in its next meetings before presenting it to the SRWG in spring 2014. The SRWG would then take forward the revised text, after discussion, to the BFUG, for agreement on the text by BFUG members with the intention that it would be endorsed by ministers at the Yerevan Ministerial Conference.

Network on Recognition of Prior learning (RPL)
The RPL Network changed its terms of reference, discussed these with the Co-Chairs of the SRWG and now submits them to the BFUG Board. The Network will focus  on providing input to the SRWG on issues regarding the development of RPL in European countries  in addition to providing a platform for exchange of best practices. The ERPLN Steering Board will meet in Kraków on September 25, followed by the ERPLN meeting on September 26. Both meetings will focus on concrete policy recommendations to be developed by the Network in the 2013 - 2014 period and reorganizing the work of the network based on the needs identified in cooperation with the SRWG. The Network will also organize a Nordic-Baltic peer-learning event in Tallinn on December 16 – 17.

Network of national correspondents for qualifications frameworks
This network is coordinated by the Council of Europe and meets twice a year, in a separate meeting in spring and jointly with the National Contact Points of the EQF in fall. In 2013, the spring meeting was held in Dublin on March 11, on the eve of the Irish Presidency conference.  In addition to providing updates and exchange of experience on national developments, the correspondents also discussed the relationship between quality assurance and qualifications frameworks and the use of qualifications frameworks in academic recognition. 
The next meeting of the Network will be held jointly with the NCPs of the EQF on November 7 – 8, in Brussels.
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