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Doc. Code: BFUGBoard_CY_BA_33_5a
Feedback received from the Bucharest Ministerial Conference
As a response to the initial e-mail circulated to the BFUG representatives by the BFUG Secretariat after the Bucharest Ministerial Conference, a number of positive reactions have been received and are presented below. 

1. Alex Young, UK/Scotland

Ligia and colleagues,
On behalf of the Scottish delegation I would like to thank you and all of the organising team for welcoming us to Romania and organising an excellent conference in an amazing building. 
Of course I would also like to acknowledge and thank you for all of your hard work over the preceding two years in the run up to the event.
We really enjoyed our time in Romania and I would very much like to return soon.
Best wishes and I hope you all get a good sleep tonight!
Alex

Alex Young 
International Further and Higher Education 
Scottish Government 

2. Gottfried Bacher, Austria

Dear Romanian colleagues and friends of the Bologna Secretariat and organizing team,

Thanks to you it is done! And well done, at that!

I would like to thank you once more for your hard work and your creative contribution to a highly successful 2-year EHEA working period. Your answers to our numerous questions have always come back in a way that one might think you have had it ready and were just waiting for the appropriate question.

Your knowledge and experience has made our lives as facilitators for the propagation of the Bologna/EHEA gospel a lot easier and your unflagging enthusiasm and confidence has been contagious and well-appreciated.

I hope our paths will cross often, be it in or outside our European higher education area, and that you will be able to continue to use your immense expertise for the benefit of transnational higher education.

All the best

Gottfried and the Austrian Bologna team

p.s. what is the deadline for the Austrian proposal for changes to the documents referred to belowJ (You see I just can´t believe it´s over)

3. Adam Tyson, European Commission
Dear Ligia, Viorel, Irina, Mario and all the team!

I don't often do a "reply to all", but this is a case for an exception, I think, as I've just arrived back in Brussels to see your message! 

Many, many thanks for all your support, resilience and above all patience with all of us over the past weeks, months and years. I think that we can all be extremely pleased with the result today, but you can be especially proud. Not only could we not have done it without you, but you have always also made it such a pleasure to work with you, as the last two days have shown. Your arrangements were impeccable, your hospitality generous and welcoming, and all the time you have maintained your professionalism, efficiency and a smile!

Many, many thanks from all of us in the Commission team! Enjoy your well-deserved rest!

Adam
4. Toril Johansson and Tone Flood Strøm, Norway
Dear Ligia and all the team members

You have been a wonderful team. Thank you so much for your work and patience with us all. Congratulations with the results. Good luck for the future where our roads might cross again.

All the best from the Norwegian delegation

Toril and Tone
5. Sjur Bergan, Council of Europe
Dear Ligia, Viorel, Irina, Melinda and all,
A great job done with flair and efficiency. I can only agree with everything said by Gottfried and Adam. The conference was excellently organized as well as stimulating and your role in it is very easy to describe: without you the conference would not have happened. I hope you will now get some well deserved rest.
Regards
Sjur

6. Lesley Wilson, EUA

Dear Ligia, Dear Viorel, Dear Irina and all other members of the Secretariat and the organising team,

I would just like to add my thanks to those of Gottfried and Adam for all the hard work that you have done over the last two years, including both the organisation of the Bologna Researchers’ Conference and the Ministerial meeting and Policy Forum of the last few days.  

It has been a pleasure to work with you all and I look forward to our continuing cooperation in the future.

Best Regards

Lesley 

7. Birger Hendriks, Germany
Dear Ligia and other members of the Secretariat,

 

You all organized a wonderful and successful Ministerial Conference as well as the Policy Forum. Everywhere one could see that you had thought of everything in advance. It was a masterpiece. The results both the Communiqué and the Policy Forum Statement will prove as a milestone for the future. The timing was marvellous. The students who gave us orientation in the Parliamentary Palace that sometimes seemed to be endless were very helpful and friendly. And we will not forget the concert on Thursday evening in the Athenaeum: I think we all were inspired by the fantasy and innovation of the musicians and impressed by the high and professional level of the Music Academy of Bucharest.
So I would like to join the thanks that already have been expressed. We are very grateful and enjoyed very much the time in Bucharest.

 

With best wishes 

Birger

8. Maria de Lourdes Correia Fernandes, Portugal
Dear Ligia and all members of BFUG secretariat, Thank you veru much for your extraordinary work and kindness.

Best regards

Maria de Lurdes Correia Fernandes

Portuguese BFUG member

9. Noël Vercruysse, Belgium/ Flemish Community
Dear Ligia and all the members of the EHEA secretariat and also dear colleagues from the 

Romanian, Danish and Azerbaijani ministries,

I woud like to join all the words of thanks expressed in former mails addressed to the people responsible for the organisation and the preparation of the ministerial conference in Bucharest.
From the day that the Benelux minsters have transferred the secretariat to the Romanian authorities we were convinced that the new Bologna secretariat could do the job and now we have experienced that the secretariat has done an excellent job. Also thanks to the secretariat for the support of the work in the working groups that was crucial for the success of the conference.

Kind regards,

Noël Vercruysse and the other members of the Flemish delegation

10. Ernő Keszei, Hungary
Dear Ligia,
It is up to us to thank you for all you and the Secretariat has done during the last two years. The final event was organized also in such a way that we could not see any problems; everything worked fine and seamlessly, we enjoyed the meeting indeed.
As to me, I really enjoyed working with you during the Hungarian presidency and the coupled trio semesters.
I wish you all good luck continuing your careers. I have no doubt that you will find good jobs and will enjoy working wherever you will be engaged.

Best regards: Ernő

11. Jacob Fuchs, Denmark
Dear Ligia, Viorel, Irina and the rest of the Secretariat, 

 

Let me - slightly belatedly - join those friends who have already expressed their admiration for the efforts of the Bologna Secretariat. As I said at the end of the March Copenhagen BFUG meeting, we from the Danish side have been extremely impressed by the patience, dedication and professionalism with which you have been at our side during the last months. Without you no process of finishing the reports of the working groups, no process to develop a draft communiqué and - of course - no Bucharest MC and Bucharest Communiqué. You have done it all with a smile on the face (which we have sensed also through hundreds of mails) making it great fun to work together with you.

 

The conference was of course the climax. We think the ambience and your hospitality was perfect. The choreography functioned to the satisfaction of everybody that we know, and Bucharest and Romania have - not least thanks to you - set their mark in the annals of European education policy. And as Birger has said it already: The performance at the Athenaeum was innovative and very uplifting. Europe at its best!

 

Many warm regards - from all of us

Jacob

12. Peter Greisler, Germany
Thank you all!!!

Jacob has found the right words.
Hope to see you again.
 
Best regards
 
Peter
13. Stefan Delplace, EURASHE

Dear Ligia, Viorel, Irina, Mario and other colleagues of the Bologna Secretariat
I am not sure I could add more to the many congratulations and well wishes you are receiving from numerous attendants. 
The way you have set standards is impressive, in the preparation phase and also in the faultless timing and organisation of the various events. As we had got used to during the years you were conducting and taking care of the Secretariat’s affairs. 
Myself and colleagues from the EURASHE delegation (and through us also our own Secretariat) would also like to express our gratitude for your consideration and punctuality when dealing with sometimes very specific issues, during the long preparations for this marvellous event, not always realising this came extra to all your regular work. 
We wish you well, all of you in your further paths of life, and thanks again for a job so well done. 

Best wishes 

Stefan

Stefan Delplace 
SECRETARY GENERAL

14. Vera Stastna, Czech Republic
Dear Ligia, Viorel, Irina, Melinda and all,
Allow me to join all those who already expressed their thanks and gratitude to the great job done through the whole period of Romanian Secretariat which was performed with professionalism, efficiency as well as understanding for higher education development. It is hardly possible to add something more.

The conference was extremely well organized and I can only, agree with Sjur that without you the conference would not have happened at such a level. You have contributed to the further development of Bologna Process and to our common European higher education history.

Congratulations and big thank you!

Have the deserved rest and good luck in your future professional as well private lives!

Vera
15. David Crosier, EURYDICE

Dear members of the Secretariat

I know that you have been inundated with thank you and congratulation messages since the Conference, but you must have got used to being inundated with email messages by now. So I also wanted to add mine, as I'm probably among the people involved in this process that have given you the most work and the most headaches over the last two years (I'm not proud of that, I'm just acknowledging it). But really, all the praise that you have been receiving is truly deserved. I don't think I've ever been to such a perfectly-organised conference before – and I've been to lots of them. 

But of course it wasn't all about the conference. It's also all the work that you've done throughout the Secretariat, and the way in which you did it. Lots of people have commented on the fact that you managed to keep smiling throughout, and that's true. I can just add that it's really been a great pleasure to work with you all - whatever the different issues or problems were.

I wish you all the very best now for the future, and I hope that we will have plenty of opportunities to meet.
Bye for now

David (on behalf of everyone in Eurydice)

16. Helene Lagier, France
Dear Ligia, dear Viorel, Irina, Alex, Mario, Melinda,

Dear Professor Curaj, dear Luminita,

Dear all...

 

 THANK YOU SO MUCH ... You've done it ! YOU ARE THE BEST ! ...
 

Bucharest is and will remain an important milestone for our Bologna Process, thanks to your outstanding work all along these 2 last years.

 

Thank you for this great ministerial events in such a magnificent Palace... It all went very smoothly, and having many students at the airport for us, and guiding us within the Palace was great...

 

Thank you also for the gifts (and the great Bologna books under your supervision, Professor Curaj, which gives us a lot of "food for thought" ..) , for the welcome all along these 2 days ..., and last but not least, for the superb concert we had in the Atheneum  (I very much appreciated the acoustics, the frescos ... as well) with great music pieces performed by young students with remarkable creativity and happiness .. and getting us back to Bologna and La Sorbonne with the orchestra metaphor chosen by Minister Claude Allègre for "harmonisation" I told Ligia about after Professor Eric Froment gave its real meaning to me : every country with its own HE musical instrument and piece of music, but in a whole HE symphony in our EHEA ! ...

 

Hope you can have some rest this week .. and to meet you again regularly after somewhere in our EHEA ! ...

 

ALL THE VERY BEST TO YOU ALL from Paris,

A bientôt,

 

Hélène


Hélène LAGIER
FR BFUG member

17. Marzia Foroni, Italy
Dear Ligia, Vio, Irina, Mario, Melinda and all others I might not have met in the last 2 years,

I think “it is never too late to thank”. These few days of break for me after the Conference were also an opportunity to think again of the experience and appreciate how helpful and supportive you were, even in solving last minute problems, and how much the political success of the meeting depended on your efforts.
You have my personal appreciation but also the one of the rest of the delegation, Hon. Minister included. As many others, we enjoyed as well the performance of the students on the festive evening.

I wish you all the best!

Marzia

Marzia Foroni

18. Kevin Guillaume, Belgium/ Federation Wallonia-Brussels
Dear BFUG Secretariat, 

Dear organizing team, 

Dear friends, 

On behalf of the French-speaking Belgian Delegation, I would like to thank you and congratulate you for the wonderful organisation of the Conference and Forum but also for the last three years, you have been all so committed to the Bologna Process and the further development of the EHEA. It was incredibly well done with such a professionalism, kindness and flair!

I wish all the best for the next steps but right now, I hope, a bit of rest.

Thanks again,

Kevin
19. Luka Juros, Croatia

Dear colleagues,

 

I wanted to join the people who have expressed their gratitude and congratulations for the job well done. While Croatia has not been involved in the behind-the-scene organizational tasks (we will be in the coming period), all the contacts, dialogues and experiences show that you have done a job that will be difficult to match. The very fact that I am sending this e-mail to addresses @ehea.info goes to show how much work you have done in taking the support to the Bologna Process to the next level. Thank you very much for your effort and I wish you all the best in your coming plans!

 

Sincerely yours,

 

Luka.

 
1
9

