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BFUGBoard_HU_AD_23_7c
POSSIBLE ADDITIONAL WORKING METHODS TO FACILITATE THE PROPER AND FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 

AGREED BOLOGNA PRINCIPLES AND ACTION LINES
PROPOSED WAY FORWARD
The e-mail feedback received until 11 January 2011 from eleven BFUG members (detailed in document BFUGBoard_HU_AD_23_4b) did not provide any specific direction for substantially redrafting the paper regarding possible additional working methods presented in the Alden Biesen BFUG meeting. However, the slightly updated version is enclosed (BFUG Board_HU_AD_23_7a).
The summary of the received contributions is available below:
1. Most feedback received indicates a general support for the document as a list of possible additional working methods which should be seen as non-exhaustive. Most replies indicated that it should be the BFUG members choosing what methods they deem more appropriate for the national/ organisational context.

2. New ideas for additional working methods were given by the Italian BFUG representatives, drawing from the experience or plans at their national level (such as requesting a Bologna contact person to be nominated in each university).

3. Six overviews of working methods used or planned to be supported at the national level were received and were coming from Bulgaria, Denmark, Italy, Malta, Norway, Slovenia and UK/ Scotland. In this context, a matrix with working methods used by all BFUG members, as proposed by Slovenia in the Alden Biesen BFUG meeting, cannot be built.

4. When asked about what working methods could be supported financially by member states, most respondents indicated that due to the difficult financial situation there are no additional resources available. Two countries indicated priorities in supporting certain working methods (Denmark and Malta). ESU commented that they would welcome a debate on how the additional working methods would be financially supported by BFUG members. Italy, Norway and Spain pointed out that we should perhaps also look at the working methods used by higher education institutions, as most of the current Bologna Process implementation takes place at that level. 

5. The idea to build a repository of research papers regarding the Bologna Process implementation was generally supported, though the initially proposed mechanism of selecting papers was not. Slovenia proposed a “Bologna Observatory” that would store and share the papers coming from various sources. The paper was redrafted accordingly.

6. The set-up of national BFUGs in every country was supported by ESU and the Council of Europe, while Spain considered that it should not become a mandatory requirement for the BFUG members. Denmark, Malta, Norway, Slovenia and UK/ Scotland already pointed out that a national BFUG already exists in their national context.

The Board is asked to:

A. Advice and guide the BFUG on the added value of a possible consultation with EUA and EURASHE regarding an overview of the higher education institutions’ methods used for Bologna Process implementation and what would be the result and future use of such an overview;
B. Discuss all the documents under this agenda point and decide whether the Additional working methods overview (BFUGBoard_HU_AD_23_7a) can be submitted to the BFUG for endorsement, as well as whether the recommendation should be that it would a public/ restricted for BFUG use document;
C. Discuss whether the Bologna Secretariat should continue to ask the BFUG members for the inputs needed to build a matrix with working methods used by different countries, as proposed by Slovenia;
D. Discuss whether a debate on the financial support for different working methods should be launched at the upcoming BFUG meeting;
E. Discuss how the repository of research papers could be set up, in light of the “Bologna Observatory” proposal coming from Slovenia.
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