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MEETING OF THE BOARD OF THE BOLOGNA FOLLOW-UP GROUP

Information on the preparation for the Bucharest Ministerial Conference (MC) and Third Bologna Policy Forum (BPF), 26-27 April 2012 

A. Progress on the draft agenda for the MC and BPF:

The draft agenda for the Bucharest MC and BPF relies on the feedback given during the Alden Biesen BFUG meeting, the International Openness WG meetings and continuous online consultations, especially with regard to having the EHEA ministers attending in larger numbers to the BPF. This aim is seen as achievable by allowing for more interaction between the EHEA and non-EHEA ministerial delegations during joint sessions, while assuring that the participating ministers a more active role in these events.

As a result of the last International Openness WG meeting (18 January 2011, Vienna), there would be two versions for the draft Bucharest MC and BPF agenda: 

· one version for one day and a half, starting in the morning of April 26 and ending with lunch on April 27 and 

· the other version with a timetable starting at lunchtime on April 26 and ending with lunch on April 27. The BFUG will be asked to endorse one of the two agenda options. 

These two alternative Bucharest MC and BPF agenda versions (still not ready for circulation to date) are based on the attached previous draft agenda. This previous draft agenda resulted from the 28 October 2010 International Openness WG meeting (Bucharest) and was discussed during the BFUG Chairs handover meeting in Budapest (30 November 2010). 

The MC and BPF language regime is not decided yet (this issue is detailed in a separate point of the present BFUG Board Meeting).   

B. Updates with regard to the possible Bucharest MC and BPF venue:

By considering the contextual elements available at this stage (such as expected number and profile of the participants, required services and facilities, including available spaces and logistics, participants access, draft agendas for the MC and BPF, etc), Romania identified the possible venues that can meet the requirements for the 2012 events. Among them, the most probable venue is the Palace of Parliament
 and discussions are currently underway for securing this location. 

C. Updates with regard to the financial aspects:

The necessary funds for organizing the EHEA 2012 Ministerial Conference and the Third Bologna Policy Forum will be provided by the MECTS (Ministry for Education, Research, Youth and Sports) in Romania. In addition the monopoly grant already approved by the European Commission will complement the budget.

D. Updates with regard to the responsibilities and other preparatory measures:

Some preparatory measures were discussed by the Romanian authorities involved in the Bucharest MC and Third BPF, namely:
· at national level, the responsibility for organizing the MC and BPF belongs to the MECTS (Ministry for Education, Research, Youth and Sports) in Romania, in cooperation with the Bologna Secretariat and UEFISCDI (Executive Agency for Higher Education and Research, Development and Innovation Funding, agency under the coordination of MECTS);
· the launching of discussions with the Parliament of Romania to prospect a cooperation partnership, which would bring added value to the general organizational process.

The Bologna Policy Forum statement will be prepared by the International Openness Working Group and will be circulated beforehand to all MC and BPF participants for feedback.

A list of countries and organisations to be invited to the Third BPF will be drafted by the host country together with the BFUG Chairs at the time of the ministerial meetings (Denmark and Azerbaijan) and in consultation with the International Openness WG. The non-EHEA invited countries final list will be based on proposals made by UNESCO through their regional offices. The BFUG is envisaged to discuss and endorse the final list of invited countries and organisations during the BFUG meeting taking place in Krakow, Poland (October 2011).

During the International Openness WG meetings (28 October 2010 and 18 January 2011) it was agreed that the national contact points (NCP) from all the countries invited to previous editions of the BPF would be involved in the preparations for the Third BPF, by means of interactive electronic consultation. The Bologna Secretariat has set up an online forum for discussions (http://forum-bologna.uefiscsu.ro/) related to the BPF preparations, which is expected to ensure a higher level of active involvement of NCP than through usual e-mail consultations. The online consultations are underway, having started in September 2010.
A consultation timeline for the agenda of the BPF and the BPF statement was endorsed in the Vienna International Openness WG meeting, which will be made available to all NCP. It is worth noting that the BFUG members who are also NCP will be consulted several times on the same topics, as the timeline includes ample consultations with all NCP before each BFUG meeting so that the BFUG members can take into account their feedback (especially for non-EHEA countries) before their deliberations.
The present update will be amended as appropriate according to the developments prior to the BFUG meeting in Hungary (17-18 March 2011).













































� � HYPERLINK "http://ro.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palatul_Parlamentului" �http://ro.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palatul_Parlamentului�
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