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BFUG Working Group on Social Dimension 
Update for the BFUG meeting in Alden Biesen, 24-25 August 2010

The BFUG Working Group on Social Dimension held its first meeting in Madrid on 20 May 2010. Based on the terms of reference as they had been approved by the BFUG at the meeting in Brussels, the WG agreed on a work plan for the coming two years (see annex). 
In line with the mandate received from the BFUG, the Social Dimension WG will not produce its own report but rather support the Reporting WG concerning the social dimension part of the implementation report. The recommendations from the WG were taken into account by the data collectors when preparing the questionnaire; and the WG was also given the chance to comment on the social dimension part of the draft questionnaire before it was discussed at the meeting of the Reporting WG in Riga on 16 June 2010. A similar procedure will most likely be followed when it comes to analysing the results and preparing policy conclusions. 
At its next meeting (probably in the first half of 2011 in conjunction with the social dimension seminar organised by Germany), the Social Dimension WG will agree on its input for the social dimension section of the EHEA website and the maintenance thereof. The group will also analyse examples of good practice, which they intend to collect from BFUG members, and discuss how to present them on the EHEA website. 
Annex
BFUG Working Group on Social Dimension 
Work plan 2010 -2012
	Date
	Meetings / E-mail
	Action to be taken 

	20 May 2010 
	Social Dimension WG, Madrid 
	· Input for data collection 
· Agreement on work plan

	Early June 2010
	Social Dimension WG, 
by e-mail 
	· Comment on draft questionnaire (social dimension part)

	Mid-June 2010
	Chair/Secretariat by e-mail
	· Written update to BFUG

	16 June 2010
	Reporting WG, Riga
	· Advice on draft questionnaire

	24-25 August 2010
	BFUG meeting, Belgium
	· Approval of questionnaire and indicators for 2012 Report

	Sept.-Nov. 2010
	
	· Pre-test of questionnaire by Eurydice

	16 November 2010
	Reporting WG 
	· Finalisation of questionnaire 

	January-April 2011
	
	· Data collection 
by Eurostat and Eurydice

	February 2011
	Chair/Secretariat by e-mail
	· Written update to BFUG

	17-18 March 2011
	BFUG meeting, Hungary
	

	First half of 2011
	Seminar organised by Germany, Berlin 

½ day SD WG meeting (tbc)
	· Provisional title: “Stocktaking and future perspectives of student services/student affairs in the EHEA”.
· Input for EHEA website
· Analysis of examples of good practice (if available)

	May-November 2011
	
	· Analysis of material & drafting of integrated report (Eurostat, Eurostudent, Eurydice)

	September 2011
	Social Dimension WG meeting 
	· Comment on first results/draft report (social dimension part)
· Input for EHEA website
· Discussion on European Observatory on Social Dimension of Higher Education
· Discussion of pros and cons of a wider concept of social dimension 

	September 2011
	Chair/Secretariat by e-mail
	· Written update to BFUG

	October 2011
	Reporting WG (tbc)
	· Discussion of the draft integrated report 

· development of conclusions

	13-14 October 2011
	BFUG Meeting, Poland
	

	End of 2011
	
	· Draft integrated report and conclusions to be sent to BFUG (by Eurydice)

	January 2012 (tbc) 
	BFUG meeting, Denmark
	· Discussion of draft integrated report and conclusions 

	March 2012
	
	· Print-ready electronic version of integrated report to BFUG

	March 2012 (tbc)
	BFUG Meeting, Denmark
	

	26-27 April 2012
	Ministerial Conference, Bucharest 
	· Presentation of the integrated report to the Ministerial Conference
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