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Before 2005, only Ireland, France and the UK had established QFs

In 2005, the ‘Bologna’ Framework for the Higher Education Area
(QF- EHEA) was established

In 2008, the European Qualifications Framework for Lifelong Learning
(EQF) was adopted

Thanks to the compatibility between the QF-EHEA and the EQF, over
35 of the 39 countries have developed or are developing national QFs
and have related or are planning to relate these to both European
overarching frameworks



‘Since 2005, considerable progress has been made in
quality assurance as well as in other Bolognha action
lines such as qualifications frameworks, recognition
and the promotion of the use of learning outcomes...

‘The ESG should be considered in a broader context
that also includes qualifications frameworks, ECTS and
the diploma supplement that also contribute to
promoting the transparency and mutual trust in higher
education in the EHEA’
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After an extensive period of public engagement and consultation, the
NFQ was established as the single national entity through which all
National Framework

of Qualifications | learning achievements may be measured and related to each other.

The NFQ was self-certified as compatible with the Qualifications
Framework in the European Higher Education Area (QF EHEA), the
first national Qualification Framework to complete this exercise.

The NFQ was referenced to 2009 Report of the
the European Qualifications International Panel on
Framework for Lifelong | Implementation and
Learning the first national Impact of the Irish NFQ.
Qualifications Framework to . (VIEW REPORT )
complete this exercise. |
The Qualifications and Quality Assurance (Education s o=

and Training) Act reaffirms the statutory basis of the

NFQ and entrusts maintenance and development of
the NFQ to QQI.

2018 NFQ Impact

Assessment
NFQ Policy At a Glance.
Reflections and Trajectories - Qualifications Impact
Assessment.

Policy Insights as a companion paper to the
Policy Impact Assessment of the NFQ. [ —_—— |
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European

* Provide a contemporary account of our National Qualifications System

* Evidence a functioning NFQ based on Learning Outcomes

* NQF embedded in national arrangements for Quality Assurance in Education
and Training

* Transparent process for including qualifications within the NFQ

* Visibility of EQF and QF-EHEA status

* Lifelong learning orientation — RPL, credit, recognition systems

* Secure broad-based engagement and endorsement from national stakeholders

e Subject to peer review — role of International Experts and EQF-AG community
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